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Onar nUachtaran 
Nuair a chuala me go raibh run ag muintir na haite Cumann 

Seanchais a chur ar bun anseo i nGaoth Dobhair, bhi me thar a bheith 
sasta n6 chonacthas domh i gc6nai go raibh saibhreas m6r staire agus 
seanchais anseo agus in aiteacha eile, saibhreas a bhi i gcontuirt a 
chaillte mura ndeanfai dicheall m6r lena chruinniu agus a chnuasacht sul 
a gcaillfi ar fad e. Ar an drochuair, taimid mall ag dul i gceann oibre n6 ta 
cuid mh6r mh6r caillte cheana fein. Cailleadh st6r agus saibhreas 
scealaiochta agus ceoil agus filiochta agus sean-staire nuair a d'imigh na 
seandaoine a raibh sin acu. Nuair a fuair na seanchaithe bas, nior fhag 
siad oidhre ar a maoin agus nil ann anois te cruinniu againn ach na 
ceann6gai corra ata fagtha indiaidh an fh6mhair throm a chuaigh 
amugha. 

Ach ma's mall is mithid. Na ceann6gai tein, is maith is fiu a 
gcruinniu agus sin go direach an obair ata an cumann ur seo againne a 
chur roimhe-cruinniu agus cosaint a dheanamh ar a bhfuil fagtha de 
sheanchas agus stair an phobail go f6ill agus sin a chur ar shli a shabhala 
agus a chur i dtaisce don ghlun 6g agus do na glunta a thiocfas ina 
ndiaidh. 

Ach ni don am ata le theacht amhain is ceart duinn a bheith 
curamach coimheadach fa sheanchas na par6iste ach duinn fein uilig idir 
6g agus shean san am i lath air. 

Is ·maith linn uilig aithne agus eolas a chur ar dhaoine coimhthiocha 
agus ar thiortha coimhthiocha ach ni smaointionn muid ar char ar bith 
aithne agus eolas nios fearr a chur orainn fein agus ar ar gceantar fein 
agus tuigbheail nios fearr a fhail ar an mhuintir a chuaigh romhainn agus 
ar an tir agus an saol as a dtainig muid. 

De reir mo dhearcadh-sa, sin anois cuid den obair a bheas an 
cumann seo a chur roimhe, eolas nios cruinne agus nios iomlaine a chur 
ar an mhuintir a thainig romhainn, sa d6igh gur fearr an aithne agus ant
eolas a bheas againn orainn fein da bharr sin. Go n-eiri go geal leis. 
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EAGARALT 
Nil Cumann Staire agus seanchais Ghaoth Dobhair ach 6g go f6ill. 

Seo an chead iarracht againn ar chuid de sceal an phobail a chur i 
scribhinn. Ta cinnteacht agus buaine ag baint leis an fhocal scriofa nach 
bhfuil leis "an fhocal beil. Ta suil againn tuilleadh bluiri a fhoilsiu de reir a 
cheile agus b'fheidir go spreagfai duine eigin le stair chuimsitheach an 
phobail a scriobh amach anseo. · · 

Is ar shaol agus eachtrai cailiula na naou haoise deag ata aird na 
hirise seo dirithe agus beim faoi leith ar an tubaiste trag6ideach sin a 
bhfuil a chuimhneachan cead ann i mbliana-la na Tuile. 

Is ar an stair shoisialta ata alt Dh6naill Ui Bhaoill. Daorsmacht 
pholaitiuil ata faoi chaibidil ag an Athair 0 Sioda agus toradh eacnamuil 
an daorsmachta sin is abhar d'alt Sheain Mhic Fhionnlaoich. T·a pictiur 
glinn de bhlianta fada na fulaingthe folaithe in ainm na hirise fein. 

Par6iste stairiuil an phar6iste seo againne. Ta ar dteanga, ar 
gcreideamh, ar gcultur fite -sa stair sin. Ta suil againn go ndeanfaidh 
Scathlan a sciar bheag fein le na gcaomhnu. 

AR SCRlBHNEOIRi 
1. An Dochtuir D6nall P. 0 Baoill as Mifl an Chladaigh ata ag obair san 

lnstitiuid Teangeolafochta i mBaile Atha Cliath. 
2. Sefin Mac Fhionnlaoich iar-oide scoile, as Oilean Ghabhla 6 

dhuchas ata ina ch6nar ar an Bhun Bheag. 

3. An Dochtuir Oirmhinneach Sean 0 Sioda as an Chraoslach 6 . 
dhuchas a chaith treimhse i mbun taighde i gC61aiste na nGael sa 
R6imh. Ta se anois na sheiplfneach i Srath an Urlair. 

4. Sean 0 Gallch6ir iar-oide as an Mhachaire Loisce ata ina ch6nai ar 
an Choiteann. 

5. Padraig 0 Gallch6ir (nach maireann) as Machaire Chlochair, a bhi 
ina chigire scoile agus a ch6naigh i mBaile Atha Cliath. 

6. Pol Mac Giolla Easpaig - a dhearaigh an cludach-ealaiont6ir as 
Srath na Corcra ata ina ch6nai i mBaile Atha Cliath. 
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An Saol In Oirthear 
Ghaoth Dobhair 

1830-1880 

D6nall P. 0 Baoill 

Chan fhuil rud is fearr damh a dheanamh, 6 ta muid ag c6moradh na 
tubaiste i dteach pobail Ghaoth Dobhair sa bhliain 1880 n6 cuntas a 
thabhairt ar an tsaol a bhf in oirthear Ghaoth Dobhair sna leithchead 
bliain roimhe sin. Bhearfaisin baruil eiginteach duinn ar an aigne a bhf ag 
na daoinf bochta a bhf i lathair ag Aifreann De, La Fheile Muire M6r, 1880 
agus ar an d6igh a bhfeadfadh se luf ar a n-intinn agus mare a fhagail ar a 
n-iompar agus ar a gcreideamh. 

Beidh tracht agam anseo ar an duithche bheag sin a luigheann eadar 
an da chnoc iomraiteacha sin, Cnoc Fola ar a-n phointe thiar thuaidh 
agus Cnoc na Naomh dha mhfle n6 mar sin soir uaidh. lstigh sa ghleann 
sin idir an da chnoc ta na bailte seo, Min an Chladaigh agus suas uaidh 
Gleann hUalach, Leath Caite ar bhruach thfos na farraige agus ag 
sf neadh suas uaidh Port Ui Chuireain (is minic a roinntear an baile sin 
ina dha leath go loganta, Bun an lnbhir ar an chuid iochtarach d6 agus 
an Curain ar an chuid is uachtaraf d6) agus Glais an Chu. Ta me ag 
scriobh an ainm dheireannaigh sin mar a deir muintir na haite e ach is 
minic argail fa dtaobh d6 gur Glais an Dobharc (h) u a ainm ceart. Is 
soileir 6 na hainmneacha sin fein gur daoinf, a rabh Gaeilge eile acu thaire 
mar ata ag na daoinf ata ann anois, a chum na logainmneacha ceanna. 
Ach bfodh sin mar ata go f6ill. 

TEACHT NA nDEORAITHE 

Ceantar 6g go leor an ait seo ata faoi chaibidil againn. Is i Minan 
Chladaigh is luaithe a lonnaigh daoinf thart fan bhliain 1670 agus ta siad 
ag teacht agus ag imeacht leo ann 6 shoin. Cead bliain ina dhiaidh sin a 
thainig an chead deoraf go Glais an Chu agus rann se an da bhaile eile 
sin Leath Caite agus Port Ui Chuireain ar,bheirt fhear a ph6s beirt da 
thriur nfonach. Is ag brath ar an bhealoideas is m6 ata muid le heolas den 
chineal seo a chur inar lathair agus is maith an t-eolaf e. Ach is minic 
anois is aris go bhfaighidh muid cuntas oifigiuil as cearn eiginteach n6 6 
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sheadar a thug an turas tuirseach air fein frld abracha agus phortaigh an 
larthuaiscirt. Agus is mar sin a casadh Pococke, fear uasal as Sasain, 
ihar measc sa bhliain 1755. Duirt se nach rabh na bealar ar caoi ach iad 
Ian abracha portaigh agus slogthai a rabh na beithigh a bhf leis ag gabhail 
go bolg iontu. Luaigh seisean, ag pointe, ar feidir a bheith cinnte d6 go 
rabh se ag am hare sfos an gleann, go rabh 'village' n6 clachan le feiceail 
aige thfos ar bhruach na farraige. Badh e Min anChladaigh an 'village'. 
Tugann an meid sin cinnteacht dar gcuid dataf. Luaigh mo dhuine fosta 
go rabh cabain le feiceail aige ('cabins' a thug se fein orthu), agus gur 
ghnathach leo dha dhoras a bheith orthu, iad direach os coinne a cheile. 
Bhfodh ceann acu i gc6naf druidte. 

Is bocht an sceal e mar sin go rabh an 'prfomhbh6thar' idir Dun 
Fionnachaidh agus na Cealla Beaga chomh hole sin nach bhfeadfadh 
capall siul air. Dheomhan m6ran nfos fearr a bhf na b6ithre cead bliain ina 
dhiaidh sin da mba rud e gur phill Pococke. Is e an chuma a bhf ar na 
bealaf an uair sin, 1752, iad 21' ar leithead agus graibheal agus clocha ar 
14' don lar acu. Cha rabh aon bhealach ceart eile sa duithche seo a bhfuil 
mu id ag cur sios air go dtf aimsir an tSagairt Mhic Phaidf n i ndeireadh na 
naou haoise deag. Cosain choise is m6 a bhf ann agus is orthu sin fosta a 
shiuileadh na beithigh mar gur beag carr a bhf san ait. 

AN DAONRA 
Ceantar bocht a bhf sa ghleann sea n6 cha rabh ann 6 thus ach 

caoran agus portach dearg a ndearnadh mlneadas air. Fagann sin gur 
dhoiligh barr maith ar bith a bhaint as agus idir sin agus na gortaf a 
thainig go tiubh san ait i lar na naou haoise deag, bhl ampla agus anas go 
minic ar na daoinf. Seo mar a bhf an daonra san ait sna bliantaf 1841 agus 
1851. 

Daonra Fir Mna Toithe C6nai 

Min an Chladaigh 1841 77 85 27 
1851 83 80 29 

Glais an Chu 1841 27 27 9 
1851 77 70 23 

De reir luachail faoi Dhllomh na mBocht 1851, gearradh £26: 14:0 ar 
Mhin anChladaighagus £23: 17:0 ar Ghlais an Chu. 

Ta a sceal fein le hinse ag na figiuirf sin thuas. D'fhan an daonra i 
Min an Chladaigh buan ach tharla ardu sonrafoch ar an meid daoinf a 
chuaigh a ch6naf r nGlais an Chu*. Is e an chuma ata ar an sceal gur 
theith cuid mhaith daoinf as aiteacha eile le linn an ghorta le cur faothu sa 
ghleann .seo. Char mhaith an tuar daoinf a theacht in am a rabh scath 
trom ar Eirinn ach is d6iche gur mh6r an cuidiu iad le talamh portaigh a 
thabhairt chun mfneadais - rud a thug aimear do thiarnaf santacha cain 
agus cios a ghearradh orthu gan mhoill ina dhiaidh sin. Badh e an preata 
tus agus deireadh a gcoda sna bliantaf seo agus nuair a thagadh dadaidh 
laige orthu, bhf siad san fhaopach. Mar sin a bhf .i 1847 agus arfs gach uile 
bhliain de na bliantaf 1854-1858. D'fhag sclabhafocht na mbliantach sin a 
lorg go trean ar an duithche seo agus beidtl muid ag caint air nfos moille. 
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Ach le tuairim a thabhairt duit tan sort curaiochta a bhiothas a dheanamh 
san ait seo, traidhfil beag figiuiri as ceantar toghchanaiochta Mhin an 
Chladaigh. Ta 7-10 de bhailte i gceist sa cheantar seo chomh maith leis 
na cinn ata faoi chaibidil againn san aiste seo. 

Coirce 
306 

E.orna 
76 

Seagal 
36 

Preatai 
91 

( lomlan: 529 Acaire) 

Turnapaf 
9 

Glasraf Eile 
11 

Is beag ar fad an meid preataf a bhfothas a chur i gcomparaid leis an eor
na. Bhaintf usaid aisti siod ar ndoighe le p6itfn a dheanamh. 

*G/ais an Chu a thugtar go hoifigui/ ar na trf bhai/e Leath Ctiite, Port Ui 
Chuiretiin agus G/ais an Chu, agus is mar sin is ceart na figiuirf a leamh i 
gctiipeisi stdit. · 

BLIANTAi AN GHORTA MHOIR - BIA FARRAIGE 

Nfl cor is m6 i gciniuint ar dtfre na an Gorta M6r. D'fhag sea lorg ar 
achan ait agus ar achan duine agus char leisc leis gan scuaid bheag a 
thabhairt ar an ghleann seo chomh maith. Bhf go leor preataf beaga 
curtha .i dtaiscidh ag muintir na haite sa bhliain 1846 - sceidini a thugadh 
siad fain orthu - ach i ndiaidh a gcur an bhliain sin, bhuail scimleadh 
damanta na daoinf agus b'eigean a mbaint arfs agus a n-ithe. D'fhag sin 
ar an anas go maith iad agus is ansin a thug siad a n-aghaidh ar an traigh i 
gceart, a bhaint chnuasaigh. Bhi fairsingeach .de achan chineal le fail fan 
chladach acu agus is ann a chaitheadh an chuid a ba mh6 acu 3n la 6 
Earrach go F6mhar agus amannai eile nach iad. D'itheadh siad dulaman 
san Earrach - bia searbh le caitheamh ach bhf se maoite go nglanfadh 
se an corp. Bia brea Geimhridh a bhi sna faoth6gai agus sa ts16c - sloe 
sleamhain mar a bheadh ribeacha do chinn ann agus sl6c slioganach a 
fhasas ar shliogain dhubha. Sa tSamhradh d'fhasadh creathnach ar na 
sliogain cheanna a mbiodh an sloe slioglmach orthu sa Gheimhreadh. 
Ar nd6ighe bhf an duileasc agus an b6ardach (carraigin) fairsing fosta 
sa tseasur seo agus bhainti ina murthai achan chuid acu. Cha rabh le 
'deanamh ansin leo ach a dtriomu agus a gcur i dtaiscidh i gcul na binne 
ar an teas, le bheith ag baint garaiochta astu i rith an Gheimhridh. San 
Fh6m.har bhiodh an bhairneach i seasur agus nil bia is deise na f le fail ar 
na creagacha. Is e an rud a deireadh na daoinf, a bhfodh mar ramas 
cainte agus an bhairneach san Fh6mhar - 'Wd maraigh mise agus mo 
mhoiltin Fomhair go haoibhinn ar mo dhroim ,,. Ba ionann an moiltrn 
F6mhair agus an chrumh6g bheag, chruinndhubh a bhfos go dlreach 
taobh istigh de bhlaosc na bairni. 

GNASTAi EILE 

, Bhf dha ghnas eile acu san am seo a thur cosc ar an ocras a bhfodh 
orthu agus ba mhinic a shabhail na gnastaf ceanna iad bliantaf go leor eile 
fosta. Shain ceann de na gnastaf sin leis na scaileogaf breatha leathaigh a 
thagadh isteach fa thir leis an doineann gach uile am sa bhliain. I measc 
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an leathaigh sin bhfodh pfosaf m6ra garbha de dhuileasc - rapan an t
ainm a bhaist na.daoinf air. 

Ba mhinic mar sin ag scaradh an rapain agus an leathaigh 6 cheile 
iad - ag baint usaide as an leathach mar sheanleas ar an talamh agus ag 
triomu an duilisc mar leas coirp agus beatha. Bhi cineal eile bidh a 
thagadh isteach fa na cladaigh agus nuair nach dtagadh is minic a 
bhaineadh na daoinf iad fein iad le uirlfs a dtugadh siad corran cire air. 
Carran a bhf san uirlfs sea a rabh fiacla mar a bheadh cfor ann. Cosa 
bliathar a thugadh na daoinf ar an bhia ata i gceist anseo. Casa iad seo a 
rabh feamnach de shaghas ar leith ag fas orthu agus is minic a scaitf leis 
an doineann iad. Thriomaftf iad agus chuirtf i dtaiscidh iad thuas sa 
chupla agus san araidh sna seantoithe ceanntuL D'itf iad leis an dinnear 
nuair nach mbfodh anlann ar bith eile ag na daoinf, agus bia milis a bhi 
iontu. Cha deantaf aon ch6caireacht eile orthu ach iad a ithe tirim mar a 
bhf siad. Ch.an fhuil feidhm damh a ra go rabh an t-iasc fairsing fosta 
agus gur iomaf bairille de iasc shaillte a bhfodh i ngath teach. 

OSAID AN CHOIRCE 
Bhf an-t6ir ag na daoinf ar choirce mar gur iomaf trath a bhf siad 

abalta ar a bhaint as. Mheilti e le min choirce a dheanamh, as a ndeantaf 
aran· aoirce agus brachan. Mheasctaf taosc uisce ghalaigh agus mine 
coir'ce le cheile i dtoban, i bpota n6 i mias deilf. Nuair a bhfodh se 
meascaf i gceart ansin chuirtf ar lie n6 ar iarann a dtugaf an crosan air e 
agus d'fhagtaf leis an tine ego dtf go mbfodh se go cruaidh le cloich. Bhf 
se gear ar na fiacla ach mar a deir an seanfhocal - Han rud a bios gear 
no searbh ag an bhea/ bidh se mi/is ag an taobh istoigh" agus mar sin 
don aran choirce. Bhf an t-aran seo an-mhaith ag goile a bheadh coscraf 
ag oibriu farraige agus bhfodh toirtfn beag d6 le achan duine a theadh 
chun na farraige n6 a d'imfodh ar imirce. Nitf brachan as an mhin choirce 
seo agus bhfodh an brachan ceanna ag bruith 3 huaire a chloig san ofche. 
Is san ofche fosta a ba ghnathach leo an brachan a 61 agus chan ar 
maidin mar ata i. dtoithe na n-uasal anois. Is i bhfad i ndiaidh am an 
drochshaoil a thainig an mhin bhuf as a ndeantai aran buf. Baar phanan
naf beal oscailte a ba ghnathach na sconannaf seo a dheanamh. Ba as an 
ghran bhui ata ag fas go fairsing sin i Meiricea a mheilti an mhin bhuf seo. 
Dona cearca is m6 is doiche fa thabhairt ar na saoltaf deireannacha seo. 

· Bhi deoch eile a rabh an-t6ir acu air - cathbhruith. Deoch f nach 
rabh aon iontas. uirthi le bias. Chuirti craiceann n6 colg · an choirce i 
ndiaidh a mheilte in uisce go dtf go ramhrachadh se. Ansin chuirtf sfos ar 
an tine e agus is ansin a ramhrafodh se i gceart agus nuair a bhfodh se 
bruite d' 61taf an chathbhruith. 

OSAID NA bPREATAi 
Ba mh6r meas na ndaoini ar na preataf n6 is orthu a bhi a mbeo ag 

brath. Is minic a bhiodh ar bhean an toighe eirf ar a se a chlog ar maid in 
n6 amannaf, b'fheidir, roimhe agus pota m6r preatai a chur sfos a bhe~dh 
reidh fa choinne an teaghlaigh nuair a smaoiteachadh siad ar eirf idir sin 
agus a hocht a chlog. Bhi daoini ann a mbiodh preatai acu 3/4 huaire sa 
la. Ba ghnathach leo fosta an-duil a chur i bpreatai r6sta - teallachan a 
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thugadh siad air an chineal seo. Chuirti crap brea de phreataf fuara i 
mullach a cheile in ait na tineadh - ansin chuirti cludach aibhleogaf 
anuas agus thart orthu agus thugtaf bruith ar d6igh daobhtha. Da 
mbf odh scadain acu le hithe leo ba ghnathach a r6sadh ar ghrideall n6 go 
minic fein ar an mhaide bhriste. Ba bhrea a theadh an da chuid le cheile 
agus san ofche is m6 a d'itf na teallachain seo agus dheomhan duine a 

. chur siad 6 chodladh na holche! Bhf se de bhuaigh ag an chuid seo 
c6caireachta gur chuma goide an cineal preataf a bheadh agat go 
bhfagfadh an tine agus an teas tirim go croi iad. Is iomai uair cheana 
nach mbfodh aon iasc acu leis na preataf ach salann agus bainne (agus 
corruair piopar) a mheascadh siad frid a cheile. Scadan caoch a bhaist 
siad ar an anlann seo. 

Nuair a bhfodh na preataf a n-ithe chan ag an tabla a ba ghnas leo 
suidhe ach thart ar an losaid. Deanta as adhmad a bhiodh an losaid go 
minic ach bhiodh go leor acu deanta de shlatacha saileoige. Chaiti na 
preataf isteach inti i ndiaidh a silte. Chuirtf cib bith anlann feoil, su no iasc 
isteach · i mi as n6 i mbabhal m6r agus d'fhagtai sios go deas i lar na 
losaide e. Lena gcuid meara is m6 a nftf an t-itheachan ach amhain ag 61 
shu n6 a leitheidL Cuimhnigh ar an tsamhailt sin - drong iomlan ag 61 as 
an aon arthach amhain - diabhal m6ran mairge a rinne se orthu! 

Cha dtig linn na preatai a· ligean thairinn gan·focal a ra fan bhocstai. 
Is minic caint ar an trath seo. Ghlantaf na preataf agus ansin bhaintf an 
craiceann daobhtha. Bhi acara ansin acu - bhiodh ceann i ngach teach 
go fiu - ar a dtugtaf an scrioban. Scrfobfaf na preataf ina slisne agus ba 
mh6 a ba chosuil le huisce frogall an rud a bhfodh agat. Thriomafti iad an
sin agus dheantf toirtin a.stu. Chaitf beagan salainn air agus leagtai sfos ar 
an phan e - pan foscailte. Ba chosuil le bonn6g arain e ansin nuair a 
bhiodh se reidh. Bhf an bia seo trom ar an ghoile agus chan ·achan duine 
ar fh6ir se d6. Is minic fein nach mbfodh aon scian cheart acu le rudai a 
ghearradh ach scian ar a dtugtaf scian corrain. Ta a mhir:iiu fein san 
ainm. 

UIRLISi EILE 

Is beag trioc a bhfodh fa theach ar bith i lar na naou haoise deag n6 
go ceann fada ina dhiaidh. Soithigh beaga adhmaid a bhiodh acu agus 
ba mhinic lamh in airde astu le breith orthu no· lena n-iompar. Goga in a 
bhfodh acu ag 61 tae n6 bhainne. Cu pan adhmaid a bhi ann a rabh fonnsa 
beag air. Bhf acara ann a rabh st6pa air le huisce a iompar. Bhf an beal 
nfos cumhainge aige n6 mar a bhi an t6in agus d'fhagadh sin nach 
r6mhinic a dh6irti an t-uisce as. Bhfodh tobain bheaga acu a gcoinfti bia 
cearc agus ainmhiti eile iontu - piglni a thugtai orthu. Ba ghnathach an 
maistriu a choinneail i dtobain - tobain bhlma a baisteadh orthu. 
Bhiodh dha chluas orthu agus nuair a chuirtf an clar orthu chuirti dha 
spainn n6 dha ghiota bheaga giuise sfos sna cluasa ar eagla go dtiocfadh 
an cat ar an uachtar. Ba mhinic nach mbiodh dadaidh sholais acu ach 
piosa de mhaide giuise saite sa tinidh . Bhi cuid acu a rabh gleas beag acu 
a shufodh ar an bhac agus a thugadh solas uaidh . Cam(annai) an t-ainm 
a bhf ar an ghleas seo. Sort d'airteagal chuarach, macasamhail taobh 
pota a bhi sa cham. Ola r6in a chuirtf isteach ann agus bhfodh piosa de 
adhmad eadrom n6 d'eadach crochta amach as agus blaidhre air. 
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TOITHE AGUS GLEAS BEATHA 

Toithe fada ceanntuf a bhi ag na daoinf - cuid m6r, cuid beag, acu. 
Bhiodh leabaidh theastair sa chistinidh agus bhfodh tus aite ag an lanuin 
a ba shine ar luf sa leabaidh sin. Bhfodh seomra suas sna toithe ar fad -
an seomra a bhfodh i gcul na tineadh agus is ann a ba dh61che an chuid 
eile den lfon tof codladh. Bhf go leor de na bochtain nach rabh acu ach 
both6g n6 braca de theach . Bhfodh deanamh cearn6gach nach m6r ar 
an chistinidh agus bhfodh pfosa daoithe ag gobadh amach nios faide na 
an chuid eile. Is isteach san ascaill seo a chuirtf an leabaidh ard. Sfos 6n 
leabaidh a bhfodh an driosur. Thios i gceann an toighe bhfodh na hain
mhitf uilig ceangailte agus na cearca thuas ar aradh 6s a gcionn. L6ib 
liathghorm a bhfodh ar an urlar agus amannaf leacacha a mbfodh 
spasannaf m6ra eatarthu. Bhf d6igh dheas acu leis an urlar a chothromu 
- na paistf uilig san ait a chruinniu isteach agus iad a bheith ag siul sfos 
agus anfos air go mbfodh se chomh cothrom le clar ag na cosa tar
nochtaf. Is minic a bhfodh an tine i lar an toighe agus gearradh toite thuas 
sa df on - char ghnathach leo aon simleir a bheith ar na toithe fad a go 
leor acu. Giuis ar fad a bhf mar dhfon ar an teach agus muirineach a 
bhaintf ar an dumhaigh i Machaire Rabhartaigh a bhfodh mar thuf air. 
Bhfodh tabla agus b'fheidir cupla st61 sa teach ach chan r6mhinic a 
bhiodh cathaoireacha ann. Bhf duil rnh6r acu clocha cruinne cladaigh a 
chur in ait na tineadh agus taobh amuigh den doras. D'fh6ir seo go brea 
do mhuintir na haite seo na bhf doirling brea acu i Mf n-A-Chladaigh le tar
raingt as. On taobh istoigh a ba ghnathach an doras a dhruid -;- bhfodh 
poll air agus ru6g crochta as agus nuair a tharrainneochfa an ru6g 
th6gfadh si an bolta a bhi taobh istoigh. Ba mhinic dha chomhlaidh ar an 
doras - comhlaidh bheag leis na cearca a choinneail amuigh agus doras 
m6r le achan rud eile a stad 6 theacht isteach. 

AN BUAIL TEACHAS 

Is e an chiall a bhi le buailteachas sa tsean am - daoini agus ain
mhitf imeacht leo 6na n-aitreabh duchais go lathair eiginteach eile. 
Theadh muintir na mbailteach seo ar fearach iena gcuid eallaigh suas go 
Cnoc Fola agus go bun Thaobh an Leith6id. I rith an tSamhraidh a 
bhfodh siad ann agus ba ag deanamh ime an jab is m6 a bhiodh acu. 
Chuirtf an t-im sin i bhfi(cfnf agus chuirtf sa chaoran e. Bhfodh suil acu 
lena usaid am eile ach is minic a rinneadh dearmad ea rabh go leor den im 
curtha agus thainigtheas trasna ar chuid d6 6 shoin. I Mfn-A-Chladaigh 
bhf gnas eile acu fhad agus a bhi an daonra iseal - thagadh muintir an 
bhaile fochtaraigh (i gcois na farraige) go dtf an ait a rabh c6naf ar an 
chuid eile de na daoinf agus dheanadh malairt toithe agus aite leo gach trf 
bliana. Mar sin a b'fhearr leo e ar tus nuair a bhf an dream ar fad muin
tireach da cheile ach nuair a chuaigh Hon na ndaoinf i meid chaith siad 
uathu an gnas. Is e an chuis a bhf leis an aistriu seo gur mheas na daoinf 
go rabh talamh nios fearr i gcuid amhain den bhaile na sa chuid eile agus 
bhi siad ag iarraidh na buntaistf a roinnt cothrom. Ach lean siad orthu ag 
cur an eallaigh chun an tsleibhe i ndiaidh am eadraidh gach la, fiu anuas 
go dtf lar an cheid seo. · 

Bhi d6ir:ih eile acu le bia a sholathar ar buailteachas ce gur d6iche 
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gur beag an meas a bheadh againne air inniu. Is e an cleas e fuil a ligean 
as muineal an eallaigh agus f a mheascadh le min choirce agus an da rud 
a ithe mar sin. Sa tSamhradh nuair a bhiodh an t-eallach in ordu mhaith a 
ligeadh siad an fhuil le uirHs bheag a dtugadh siad tua(igh) chuisle uirthi. 
Bhf an tua(igh) chuisle an-bheag agus lann bheag ghear inti. Minionn a 
hainm an ait ina mbuailtf f leis an fhuil a reachtail. Stailpin an t-ainm a 
baisteadh ar an mheascan seo de fhuil eallaigh agus de mhin choirce. 

CQRAS AN TALAIMH 
T6gadh na chead toithe san ait i bhfoirm clachain, -4/5 de thoithe i 

gcuideachta agus iad casta in achan tree. Bhi seo ina cht,Jideadh mh6r 
acu ar tus ach de reir mar a thosaigh siad ar cur talaimh, tharraing an 
modh oibre seo achrainn go leor. Badh iad na cearca agus na mna a thar
raing an troid. Chan ag lochtu na mban ata me ach gurb iad a bhfodh fa 
bhaile agus nuair a theadh na cearca sa treabhaire gurb iad na mna a 
bhfodh ag scamhl6ir ar a cheile. Mar sin le muintearas a choinneail 
b'eigean plean a leagan amach agus ba bhrea an plean e. Smaoitigh siad 
gur bhrea an rud e da bhfeadfadh siad na cearca a chur ar buailteachas 
fosta cos~il leis an eallach. Agus sin an rud dfreach a rinneadh - th6g 
siad both6gaf cr6 daobhtha ar imeall an chaorain agus fagadh ansin iad i 
rith an tSamhraidh agus amannaf i rith na bliana. Both6gai f6d a bhi ion
tu seo agus ceann giuise agus scrath orthu. Sciath6gai de ghiuis n6 d~ 
shlatacha eadroma n6 go fiU de chochlm pleatailte a bhfodh mar 
dhoirse ar na both6gaf seo. Is minic a thugadh an madadh rua cuairt ar 
na both6gai seo agus mar sin cuireadh plean eile i bhfeidhm, gan an 
doras a fhoscladh ach poll beag a dheanamh air leis na cearca a ligean 
amach - an lindeir a thugtai air. Cha bhfodh dul ag an mhadadh rua a 
ghabhail isteach ar an pholl seo. Bhfodh aradh sa bhoth6ig a sufodh na 
cearca air. Chuirtf abar ur isteach faoin aradh achan bhliain agus 
mheascadh seo go brea le aoileach na gcearc agus bhaintf usaid as mar 
leas talaimh. · 

TEACHT NA dTIARNAi AGUS NA gCAOIRIGH SLEIBHE 
Cheannaigh John Obins Woodhouse, Aturnae agus fear uasal, Mfn

A-Chladaigh, Altan, Toraigh, lnis Big agus Oilean Duthaigh sa bhliain 
1844. Ag duine eiginteach as Albain a bhi se roimhe sin ach dheomhan ar 
bhuair sea cheann leis. An tOlphartach a rabh c6naf air i mBaile Chonaill 
taobh leis an Fhalcharrach, a bhf mar thiarna ar Ghlais an Chu agus ar na 
bailte eile ata faoi ~hracht againn anseo. Bhf aiteacha c6naf ag 
Woodhouse i mBaile Atha Cliath, i bPort an Dunain agus ar an Cheathru 
Chaoil agus- leabharlann mh6r in Omeath Park, Contae Ard Mhacha, 
smm. 

Bhuail talann rabharta na tiarnaf ar fad a bhf i dTfr Chonaill sna blian
taf direac·h i ndiaidh an Ghorta Mh6ir agus shocraigh siad dha ghnas a bhl 
forleathan go maith ag na daoine a athrach: (a) an c6ras a bhf acu fa 
rannt an talaimh a chur ar neimhnf - C6ras an Rundale a bhaist daoinf 
eolacha air ina dhiaidh sin agus (b) bail a chur ar na toithe, go h~:i 1d 
doirse agus fuinneogaf a chur iontu agus an chatn aoiligh a d!'-.danamh 
piosa measartha amach 6n teach c6nai agus da thoradh sin boithigh a 
th6gail a bheadh scartha amach 6na toithe c6nal. Tharraing an dha 
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phlean oibre seo racan go leor ar thiarnaf Ghaoth Dobhair agus badh e a 
dheireadh gur cuireadh an dlfodh orthu agus pleigheadh an cas uilig sa 
House of Commons i rith an tSamhraidh 1858. 

CQRAS AN RUNDALE 

Seo an t-ainm a baisteadh ar an ghnas talamh a rannt go mion idir 
clann n6 gaolta dhuine i ndiaidh a bhais n6 amannaf le linn a bheatha. Is e 
an rud a tharraing an iar6g go mbfodh pfosai talaimh ag daoinf 
meascaithe frfd thalamh duine eiginteach eile. Is minic i gcuibhreann 
amhain go mbf odh talamh b'fheidir ag cuigear n6 sheisear. Bhfodh orthu 
a ghabhail isteach frfd threabhaire an duine eile le ghabhail fhad lena -
gcuid curafochta fein. Tharraing seo troid agus achrann go minic agus 
chuir se obair an talaimh 6 rath mar go rabh na pfosaf a bhf ag daoinf 
chomh beag sin nach bhfeadfaf toradh rathnasach a bhaint as. Bhf baint 
mh6r ag cursaf cleamhnais leis seo agus badh e an cruth a thugtaf do 
chailfn a bhfodh ag gabhail a ph6sadh go minic - pfosa talaimh, mar go 
mbfodh an t-airgead gann. D'fhan an sceal seo gan reiteach ar feadh i 
bhfad go dtf go dtainig Bord na gCeantar Cung ar an tsaol i ndeireadh 
na naou haoise deag. 
Seo mar a bhfodh tomhais an talaimh acu: 

Fearach b6 2 % acaire de thalamh mhaith agus nfos 
m6 de dhrochthalamh. 

Fearach % b6 leath an meid ata luaite thuas le 
Fearach b6 

Fearach % b6 ceathru an meid a luaiodh thuas le 
Fearach b6 

Crub b6 1 /8 cuid don meid ata luaite thuas 
le Fearach b6 amhain. 

Shocraigh na tiarnaf ansin an talamh a rannt sa d6igh go bhfeadfadh 
siad fein cuid de a choinneail agus stoc a chur air. Sin an cineal rud a 
mbfodh siad ag briongl6idigh air go luath i ndiaidh 1850. Chuir siad a 
bplean i ngnfomh agus ait ar bith a rabh sliabh fairsing, baineadh do na 
daoinf e. Chaill cuid tion6ntaithe Mhfn an Chladaigh suas le 1500 acaire 
da gcuid talaimh ar an d6igh seo sa bhliain 1855. Char tagadh acu ach 
475 acaire. Chuir seo deireadh ar feadh tamaill leis an sort buailteachais a 
luaigh me cheana fein agus b'eigean,daobhtha a gcuid stoi.c a chonneail 
ta bhaile. Sin an rud a chur dluthas leis an n6s a bhf go coitianta ann go 
dti ar linn fein - ag buachailleacht(t) - paistf agus seandaoinf ag 
coinneail suil ar an eallach thart ar an bharr a bhfodh curtha ait a mbfodh 
greim milis feir le hithe acu. Mhaireadh an coimead 6n 8:00 ar maidin go 
dti an 1 :00 i lar an lae - am an eadraidh nuair a bhlitf na ba agus chuirtf ar 
athrach feir iad go dtf an sliabh n6 a leitheid. B'eigean don tiarha mar sin 
claf a th6gail idir talamh tion6ntaithe agus an talamh a bhf se fein a 
chlaeimeail. T6gadh an claf agus ta se suas le mile ar fad. Na daoini fein a 
th6g e agus fuair siad £13: 11 :6 as an obair. Cha rabh cead ag beathach 
cheathair chosach ar bith a ghabhail trasna ar an chlaf sin agus da mba 
rud go deachaigh is i an chain a bhf le gearra·dh 2d ar chaora agus 6d ar 
cheann eallaigh. An Claf Ur n6 Claf Hanloin (an baillO a baisteadh mar 
ainm ar an chlai seo. 
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AN TEACH MOR 
Badh e an gleas deanamh airgid a bhiodh ag na daoini san am seo 

ag deanamh ceilpe. As leathach, as feamnach agus go hairid as scath 
bhui a thagadh fa Bhealtaine a dheanai an cheilp. D'fheadfai ar nd6iyhe i 
a dheanamh as slata mara n6 bud6gai mar is fearr aithne orthu, fosta. 
Bhiodh na daoini fein a dial. Smaoitigh Woodhouse ansin 6 tharla 
Toraigh agus Min an Ch!adaigh aige gur mhaith an rud da bhfeadadh se 
ait le ceilp a dheanamh a t,h6gail agus cain a ghearradh ar na daoinf a 
bheadh ag baint usaide as teach na ceilpe. Bhi fear i mbun na haite ag 
Woodhouse, fear a rabh Hanson mar ainm air. Shocraigh Woodhouse ar 
theach ceilpe a th6gail i Min an Chladaigh agus d'iarr se air Hanson a 
ghabhail i mbun oibre air an t6gail. B'eigean ar nd6ighe an teach sea ar a 
dtug na daoini an Teach Mor ina dhiaidh sin, a thogail gar don fharraige 
agus le sin a dheanamh b'eigean bealach a ghearradh frfd an bhaile. Is 
mar sin a rinneadh an bealach frld an bhaile le d6igh a fhagail ag na 
beithigh . coiri m6ra a tharraing 6n Bhun Bheag go hfochtar Mhin an 
Chladaigh. Ocht gcinn de na damhaigh seo a tugadh go lathair an Toighe 
Moir - iad tonna meachain an ceann - 6 troithe trasna ina mbeal 
(cruinn a bhi siad) agus bhi ronnsa thart lena mbeal sa d6igh go bhfead
fadh duine siul air fhad agus a bheadh se ag obair ar an cheilp - a cur ar 
maos. Coiri dearga a thug na daoini orthu mar go rabh cupla ceann 
frfothu a rabh iarann sfnte iontu agus cuma dhearg air. Tosaiodh ar an 
Teach M6r ach char cuireadh deireadh ariamh leis. Bhi an-chuid 
coirneail air mar theach. Chuir duine eiginteach sceala a uhi ina thaom
tham thart go rabh Woodhouse leis na daoiili a chur as a gcuid toitheach 
mura mbainfeadh siad usaid as an Teach'M6r leis an cheilp a dheanamh . 
. Badh e deireadh an sceil gur dhuirt na daoinf le Hanson go gcuirfeadh 
siad cos i bpoll leis mura stadfadh sea th6gail an Toighe Moir. Bhuail 
creathan beag eagla e agus d'imigh se leis as an ait. Sa bhliain 1857 bhf 
an cheilp ar dial ar 5/- agus ar 6/- an cead meachain. An bhl.iain ina 
dhiaidh sin cha rabh sf ag gabhail ach 2/- an cead. 

NA CUTANNAi URA 
Nuair nar eirigh le Woodhouse n6 leis an Olphortach caoirigh a chur 

ar shliabh Mhin an Chladaigh n6 Ghlais an Chu, smaoitigh siad ar phlean 
eile - is cosUil gur sin eile a rabh ag cur chaite orthu - ag smaoitiu ar 
phleanannaf ura. Badh e an plean e an talamh portaigh a bhi gar don 
talamh curafochta ar an bhaile a thaoscadh agus pfosaf talaimh - na 
cutannai ura - a dheanamh as. Bhi eadar 4 acaire agus 12 acaire sna 
cutannai seo. Niti diog as gach taobh do phiosa fhada portaigh agus 
chaiti an f6d a bhainti isteach i lar. Chuirti barr seagal de ghnath ar an 
mheall seo. Bhi an seagal furast a fhas. Bhf cuis eile le deanamh na 
gcutannai, le daoini a chur a ph6sadh! Is cosuil go rabh leisc orthu 
p6sadh. Bhi siad brat6gach, lorn, fuar. Bhi toithe nach rabh ag na mna 
uilig iontu ach culaith amhain a bhfeadfadh siad a ghabhail amach os 
coinne an tsaoil leithi. Cha rabh ag na fir ach veiste bheag bainin. Bhiodh 
orthu . fanacht sa lorn nuair a niti i. n: sceal ann fa shagart a chuaigh 
isteach i dteach a rabh ceathrar ban ann - agus slan an tsamhail nar 
fhead oiread agus duine amhain acu a haghaidh a thabhairt ar an tsagart 
le naire fa na ceirteach scainte. B' eigean d6 imeacht as an teach sin gan 
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aghaidh aon duine amhain de mhuintir an toighe a fheiceail. Agus mar 
sin a bhf go ieor eile acu fosta. Ach mar a duirt me tugadh a gcas os com
hair an House of Commons sa bhliain 1858 agus rinneadh e a phle go 
mion. Ta cuntas againn ar ar dhuradh ann -- sceal granna fa raor. Nuair 
a marafodh 425 caora bhrocach ar thiarnas Woodhouse eadar na bliantaf 
1857-'~1, gearradh £289: 19:9 de chain ,caorach ar cheantar 
toghphanafochta Mhfn an Chladaigh. Cuimhnigh gur ag Woodhouse a 
bhf Altan ait a rabh go leor caoirigh aige, aqus is ansin a maralodh an 
chuid a ba mh6 don 425 a luaigheadh thuas. 

Is beag toradh a bhf ar chas na dtiarnaf a troideadh sa House of 
Commons ach amhain go dtug se uchtach do na daoinf troid ina n
eadan. Fuair siad cuidiu brea 6 na sagairt agus go hairid an Sagart 
Seamas Mac Phaidfn i nGaoth Dobhair go gearr i ndiaidh an ama seo. 

OIDEACHAS - AN SCOIL 

Nil a fhios againn go direach ea huair a thoisigh scoil Mhf n-A
Chladaigh ach mas fior ar dhuirt Padraig Mac Cathaigh ina litir 
iomraiteach sa bhliain 1837, cha rabh ach scoil amhain i bpar6iste 
Thul cha Seigle Thiar an bhliain sin ( Gaoth Dobhair anois). Silim. 6 
thagairti a chonaic me I leabhrai a bhaineann le ceantar Dhun 
Fionnachaidh gur in ait eiginteach gar do Dhoirf Beaga a bhi an scoil ag 
Padai.· Ta tracht sa phiosa a bhfuil me ag tagairt d6 fa bhealach a ch6iriu i 
gcomharsantacht Dhoire Beag go dti an 'scoil'. Ach biodh sin mar ata 
bhi scoil luath go leor i Min an Chladaigh. Bhi si ag feidhmiu mar scoil 
naisiunta 6n 31/3/1840. Bhi si ag feidhmiu roimhe sin ach chan mar scoil 
naisiunta. Is d6iche gur scoi! scairte a bhi inti roimhe 1840. I lar na bliana 
1840 bhi 43 buachaill agus 13 chailin uirthi. Muinteoir fireann amhain a 
bhi sa scoil ach cha luaitear a ainm. £4 an phaighe bliana a bhi aige. Is 
suimiuil an rud Hon na gcailfn a bheith chomh hiseal sin. Chan fhuil fhios 
agam cad tuige? Ta tuairisc sa bhliain 1843 go rabh an scrioptuir naofa a 
leamh ag suas le 20. D'fhan an rolla direach mar a bhi thuas sa bhliain 
1840, go dti gur smaoitiodh ar Scoil Or a th6gail sa bhliain 1847. 
Smaoitigh air, Scoil Or a th6gail san am is measa a rabh Eirinn. Bhiothas 
ag suil le 60 buachaill agus 40 cailin, seadh 40 cailin cib bith ea hait a rabh 
siad ina gcodladh eadar 1840-47 nuair nar fhreastail nios m6 n6 14 chailin 
ar an scoil bliain ar bith. Seo an costas a bhi le bheith leis an scoil ur -
An Foirgneamh £66:13:4 agus Trioc £7:10:0. Chuir muintir na haite 
£37:1 :8 le cheile le cuidiu le t6gail na scoile. Ba mh6r an maid airgid e 
bliain an drochshaoil! 

Is ar chuid talamh Woodhouse a rinneadh an scoil. Tugadh moladh 
d6 fein agus do George Hill sa bhliain 1855. Tuairisceoir a bhl ag scriobh 
tuairisc ar scoltacha agus ar oideachas san larthuaisceart a scriobh an 
moladh. Thug an bheirt lathair scoile ma ba fhlor amach as a gcinealtas 
croi! Teach fada ceann tui a bhi sa scoil. Ar imeall an bhaile mar a bhi an 
uair sin a bhi si. Is suas lena taobh a ritheadh an bealach m6r 40 bliain 
ina dhiaidh sin. Ta si le feiceail go f6ill-Colaiste Gaeilge Samhraidh r 
anois sua s le seacht mbliana fichead. Thoisigh si a thitim agus sa 
bhliain 1871 /72 cuireadh 4 thaca leis na coirneail aici agus ta siad le 
feiceail ann go f6ill. Tharlaigh eachtra an bhliain sin a d'fhag an data 
againn. Baitheadh daoini as Toraigh nuair a briseadh a gcuid curach i 
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stoirm. Thainig cu~la corp isteach fa thir i Min-A-Chladaigh. Duine acu 
sin a bhi i bPaidi 0 hOireachataigh a bhfuaireas a chorp sa scoilt nar 
tugadh 6 shoin uirthi ach Scoilt Phaidi Ui Oireachtaigh. Tugadh a 
chorp go teach na scoile an ait a ba airde ar an bhaile ach nuair a chuaigh 
siad a dh'iarraidh cead an corp a ligean isteach char tugadh daobhtha e. 
Bhi cuilcigh istoigh ag deanamh poitin sa scoil fhad is a bhi si a c6iriu. 
Ach fa dheireadh nuair a thuig siad nach lucht an dli a bhi ann thug siad 
cead an corp a ligean isteach. Lasadh tine an trathn6na n6 an oiche sin 
agus tugadh freagra uirthi i dToraigh. 

NA SCOLAIRI, AN MAISTIR, AN CURACLAM 

Chan fhuil m6ran tracht ar mhaistir ar bith da rabh sa scoil ach Padai 
Mag Aodha. Sa bhliain 1869 a thainig seisean ann agus chaith se 17 
mbliana inti. Ba as ceantar Chill Mhic Neanain e agus bhi Gaeilig 6 
dhuchas aige. Bhf se ina ch6naf sa scoil bliain gan paighe ar bith 
(1871 /72). 'Monaiteoir' a bhi ann-duine nach bhfuair oiliuint 'cheart' ar 
mhuinteoireacht ariamh. 

Badh iad seo na habhair a bhi se a theagasc: Leamh, Scriobh, 
Uimhriocht, Litriu, Gramadach, Tireolas, Ceimseata agus 
Triantanacht agus nfos moille Obair Talaimh. Rangannai 3/4/5 a niodh 
na tri habhair dheireannacha. Roimh an bhliain 1880 cha rabh ach 
scolaire amhain a chuaigh thar rang a IV agus chuaigh se siod go rang a 
VI. Ba mh6r an eacht i sin san am udai. Cha dteadh an chuid a ba mh6 
acu thaire rang a 3. Is e an locht is m6 a bhi uirthi mar scoil nach rabh na 
paisti ag freastal na 100 la a bhi riachtanach le iad tabhairt fa scrudu a 
chuirfeadh ar aghaidh rang iad. Is minic nach mbiodh 20 as an 150 a 
bhiodh ar na rollai a mbiodh cead acu an scrudu a dheanamh. Sin an 
gearan a bhiodh ag na cigirf ... 'the attendance being of a most irregular 
character'. 

Bhi na cigiri anuas ar Phadai Mag Aodha agus ba mhinic· iad ag 
clamhsan fan d6igh a rabh se ag teagasc na bpaisti. Seo piosa suimiuil as 
ar dhuirt cigire fan sco.il sa bhliain 1886. Phioc me an cuntas sea mar go 
leirionn se go leor treithe a luaigheadh go minic sna 10 mbliana roimhe an 
data 1886. 

"This school continues in a very unsatisfactory condition. 
Though there were · 117 pupils on rolls on the last day of August, 
only 22 qualified by attendance for the Results Examination, all of 
whom, with one exception were in the Infants, First and Second 
Classes. The exception was a girl who was examined in Third 
Class. 

This girl was the only pupil who could make an attempt at 
speaking English which she had learned-not in the School, but 
from her brothers and sisters who have been away from home 
at service. Indeed it is evident that the teacher gives instruction 
exclusively in Irish and makes no attempt at teaching the 
English language, The children exam.ined in Second Class could 
not explain the simplest words in the book. Wherever this mode of 
teaching prevails in an Irish speaking district, I invariably find that 
the children make no progress; on the contrary, where a teacher 
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gives instruction exclusively in English or endeavours to teach 
English through the medium of the Irish, I find that the pupils 
improve rapidly in the knowledge of English while their knowledge 
of Irish, I am quite sure, does not suffer in the least .... " 

Is leiriu an meid sin ar an usaid a bhf a bhaint as an scoil. Bhl 
deireadh an cheid ann sular tosaiodh ar an Ghaeilig a theagasc. Char 
scriobhadh aon tuairisc 6 na cigiri i nGaeilig go dti an 14/1 /1924, ce go 
rabh na cigiri ceanna ann 3/4 bliana roimhe sin. 

NA CHEAD DHOCHTUIRI 

Chan fhuil rud ar bith is 1116 a chuireann scath ar lucht na tuaithe na 
acu le bheith le ghabhail chuig an dochtuir. Is cinnte go dteann an 
doicheall seo i bhfad siar go dtl an t-am nach rabh dochtuiri ar bith i 
measc na mbochtan ach a gcuid daoini fein a bhiodh ag cleachtadh a 
gcuid 6rthai tein. 

Ar an 12u la d' Aibrean 1842, socraiodh ag cruinniu de Cheantar na 
mBocht Dhun Fionnachaidh go ndeanfai ceantar insteallu galair don da 
cheantar toghchain Min anChladaigh agus Machaire Chlochair. 
Bheadh lathair cheann feadhna na haite i Machaire Chlochair. 1 /- an 
duine suas go dti 200 don dochtuir as an te a gheobhadh insteallu in 
eadan galair agus 6d ar achan duine ina dhiaidh sin. Ar an 10/5/1842 
hiarradh ar Dr. Bradley an ceantar a ghlacadh. Nior ghlac se leis an jab ar 
tus agus i ndiaidh m6ran argala cuireadh sa phost ear 20u Nollaig, 1842. 

TEACH NA mBOCHT 

Ag cruinniu a bhi ag coiste cheantar na mBocht Dhun Fionnachaidh 
ar an 20u Lunasa 1842, cuireadh iarratas isteach fa choinne teach a 
th6gail do na bochta. hlarradh £5,000 "for the employment, 
classification and relief of poor persons therein ... ". Fuair siad an 
t-airgead tamalt ina dhiaidh sin agus cuireadh tus le t6gail Theach na 
mBocht. Ta se le feiceail go f6ill ar thaobh na laimhe cli agus duine ag 
teacht isteach go Dun Fionnachaidh 6n taobh thiar. Nil teach ar bith a 
rabh an oiread sin fuath agus tarcaisne ag baint leis le Teach na mBocht. 
Cha rabh aon duine sasta a ghabhail ann ach an te a bhi sa deanach. 
Charbh iontas ar bith sin agus an cineal aite a bhi ann agus cha rabh an 
bia a bhi le fail ann ar mholadh beirte. Seo a leanas sampla don chineal 3 
thrath bidh a bhiodh le fail ann i lar an '19u ceid deag. 
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An Cine61 
Duine 

Fear Abalta 

Bean Abalta 

Seandaoini & 
na hEasl6in & 
iad sin os cionn 
15 a bhf gan 
obair 

Buachaillr & 
Camnr eadar 
9-15 

P6istf 5-9 

P6istf 2-5 

Bricfeasta 

6 unsa mine & 
1 /3 de charta 
blaithche 

6 unsa mine & 
1 /3 de chflrta 
blaithche 

5 unsa mine & 
1 /3 de charta 
blaithche 

5 unsa mine & 
1 /3 de charta 
blaithche 

4unsa mine & 
1 /3 de charta 
blaithche 

3 unsa mine & 
% carta bainne mhilis 

Dinn6ar 

8 n-unsa mine & 
1 / 3 de charta blaithche 

n6 
3 phunta preatai & 
1 /3 de charta blaithche 

7 n-unsa mine & 
1 / 3 de charta blaithche 

n6 
3 phunta preatai & 
1 /3 de charta blaithche 

7 n-unsa mine & 
1 /3 de charta blaithche 
n6 
3 phunta preatai & 
1 /3 de charta blaithche 

6 unsa mine & 
1 /3 de charta blaithche 

n6 
2 % phunta preatai & 
1 /3 de charta blaithche 

5 unsa mine & 
1 /3 de charta blaithche 

n6 
1 % punta preatai ff 
1 /3 de charta blaithche 

5 unsa & % carta 
bainne mhilis 

n6 
1 % phunta preatai & 
% carta bainne mhilis 

Faoi 2 bhliain 4 unsa mine, 4 unsa arain agus 1 pionta bainne sa la. 

NOTA: Badh eard a bhi sa mhin, min bhui agus min choirce meascaithe. 

Suip6ar 

5 unsa mine 
& 1/ 3 de 
charta 
blaithchEi 

4 unsa mine 
& 1/3 de 
charta· 
blaithche 

4 unsa mine 
1 I 3 de charta 
blaithche 

4 unsa mine 
& 1/3 de 
charta 
blaithche 

3 unsa mine 
& % de 
charta 
blaithche 

2 unsa mine 
% c;;arta 
bainne mhilis 

Mar is leir cha rabh eagsulacht mh6r bidh acu i dTeach na mBocht 
agl:Js bhi cuma orthu go rabh Ian stopalain de bhlathach acu cib bith 
goide rinn siad leis an im! . Charbh iontas nach rabh daoini sasta a gcos a 
leagan taobh istoigh de thairsigh an dorais ann. 

BEALOIDEAS AGUS SEANCHAiOCHT 
Is doiligh a rabh agus a bhfuil de sheanchas ag baint leis an ait seo a 

chur i gcupla leathanach. Uonfadh se leabhar. Ach bhearfaidh muid ar 
suil ar chuid de na rudai a rabh baint dhluth acu le n6smhaireacht na 
ndaoini sa 19u cead sa ghleann seo. 

Is e an n6s is suimiula a bhi acu - an d6igh a dtugadh siad on6ir de 
na mairbh. Bhi an roilig a ba ghaire daobhtha 6 mhile uathu i nGort an 
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Choirce. D'fhag sin nach mbiodh am acu paidir a chur le hanamnacha a 
muintire ach De Domhnaigh agus da mbiodh an la sin fliuch ba dhoiligh 
moill a dheanamh agus 6 mhile le siul agat san fhearthainn. Is e an rud a 
ba ghnathach lea a dheanamh mar sin na an leabaidh chamh a 
bhfaigheadh an duine bas uirthi a th6gail amach as an leabaidh mh6r 
agus a cur i dtaiscidh i leataoibh i gcuideachta an uisce a niti an carp leis. 
Nuair. a bhiodh an t6rramh thart thugadh siad lea an leabaidh 
chamh-cochan don chuid is m6 agus chuireadh siad i sa phortach agus 
chuireadh an t-uisce sios ina cuideachta. D'fhag sin go mbiodh seans ag 
muintir an mharbhanaigh a ghabhail amach go minic agus paidir a chur 
lena anam. Niodh siad sea gach Domhnach agus la saoire agus bhlodh 
an ait a rabh an cochan seo curtha mar leac chuimhneachain acu. Nuair a 
d' eirigh na lea pa cha nios galantai b' eigean daobhtha stad don cheapar 
seo agus is e an cleas a bhiodh acu ansin an duine breoite a chur ina lui 
ar ghraidhin cochain ar an urlar tamall sula ngearrfai a shnaithe. 
Thiocfadh lea ansin da mba mhaith leo e an gnas a choinneail. 

Bhi gnas eile acu san ait seo da bhfaigheadh duine bas 
amuigh-slan go rabh muid-go gcaithfi gach uile rud a bhi beo istoigh 
sa teach a thabhairt amach. Theadh an tine agus an chlog amach agus 
gach uile ainmhi agus daoini muinteartha an mharbhanaigh. lsteach, ar 
an fhuinneog ansin a chaithfi an carp a thabhairt agus na cosa ar tus. 
Rachadh se amach an d6igh cheanna. Char rabh cead ag daoini 
muinteartha an mharbhanaigh a ghabhail isteach leis an chorp ach 
oiread. Daoini eile a niodh an t-iompar. An te ansin nach rabh abalta a 
ghabhail ar an t6rramh thagadh se in aircis an t6rraimh agus deireadh 
paidir agus shiuileadh 'tri choisctiim na tr6caire' sa treo cheanna a rabh 
trial! na ndaoinL 

Is iomai caitheamh aimsire eile a bhi acu agus nil ceann is suimiula 
acu na an ragaireacht. Bhiodh an t-aos 69 agus daoini a mbiodh feas6g 
sheanaimsire orthu ag gabhail thart san oiche agus teach ar bith a 
mbfodh bia-aran ur agus bainne n6 a leitheid-le fail ann, bheireadh 
siad leo e agus bhiodh feasta acu air. Ar nd6ighe is i lorn iontais a niti go 
leor don ragaireacht seo ach anois agus aris theadh cuid don aos 6g 6 
smacht. Chuir na daoini iad fein peas ar bun le stiuir bheag a choinneail 
ar rudai. 

Is e an t-ainm a bhaist siad orthu "NA SE FEARA DEAG". Ba iad na 
se· feara deag a ba laidre a bhi sa duithche iad. Theadh siad thart san 
olche ag coinneail smachta ar na blaigeaird. Bhi drochphion6s acu agus 
mar sin tugadh aird orthu. Bhi udaras na ndaoini acu le achan rud da 
dearna siad. Is e an pion6s a bhf acu an scriobhan udai a bhiodh acu ag 
deanamh bocstar a chur ag obair ar do chraiceann agus badh e an rud 
neimhneach e. Is iomaf 'boc' a sma·chtaigh siad ar an d6igh sin. Bhiodh 
gnoithe eile ag na peas seo fosta -daoini a bhiodh ag maistineacht ar 
fhairiocha a chiuiniu. Chomh maith leis seo thugadh siad cuairt anois 
agus aris ar lucht siopai agus gaimbin agus chuireadh iachall orthu luach 
c6ir, ceart a bhaint ar a. gcuid earraL Mura mbainfeadh bhagr6fai an 
scrfoban orthu. 

Bhi a chaitheamh aimsire fein ag gabhail le achan fheile agus achan 
la sa bhliain choir a bheith. Luaifidh me gnas beag amhain mar gur thaitin 
se liom fein nuair a chuala tracht air an chead uair. Is e sin an rud a niodh 
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na mna agus a gceirtlf n snatha Oiche Shamhna. Is cosuil go mbiodh 
n6isean ag mna do fhir i gc6nai nach mbiodh siad abalta croi isteach a 
thabhairt daobhtha. Ba ghnathach leo a dtseans a fhail Oiche Shamhna. 
Theadh siad amach an oiche sin agus a gceirtlln snatha leo agus theadh 
siad i bhfolach in aithe eiginteach ar thaobh an bhealaigh mh6ir. Cha 
bhiodh uaigneas ar bith an oiche seo orthu is cosuil. Bhiodh siad ag 
eisteacht go gear go dti go gcluinfeadh siad duine eiginteach ag teacht 
agus chaitheadh siad amach an cheirtlin ag suil le broideadh a fhail. Da 
mbeireadh rud ar bith ar an cheirtlin deireadh an bhean a bhi san aithe 
"Ce sin ata ar mo shnaithe"? Thugadh an fear amuigh freagra uirthi 
agus da mbeadh si sasta leis bhiodh si leim amach agus ar shiul leis. 
Agus mura rabh, chaitheadh si tamalt eile a chaitheamh san aithe. 
Chuala me sceal fa bhean a bhi d6irte go m6r ar ghreasai br6g a fhail. Bhi 
si san aithe nuair a chuala si e ag teacht. Chaith si amach an cheirtlin 
agus chonaic mo dhuine i. -Fuair_se greim brea cruaidh uirthi agus thug 
crathadh .brea daoithe. "A Thiarna," a deir an bhean istoigh, "an sin an 
greasai ata ar mo _shnaithe"? "Chan e leoga" a deir mo dhuine "ach an 
diabhal dubh." "O Dhia, ma seadh, ta mise fada go leor anseo". Agus 
rith si agus lean an greasai r ach bhi an abh6g deanta agus bhi si cinnte 
gurb e an fear dubh a bhi sna fatha fasaigh ina diaidh agus dheomhan a 
dtainig se suas leithe. 

Tugann sin me go dti giota beag eile. Ba ghnathach leo subh na 
smear dubh uilig a bheith deanta acu roimhe Shamhain mar chreid siad 
go dtagadh an diabhal Oiche Shamhna agus go gcuimliodh se a ruball de 
na smeara dub ha uilig. Cha rabh cead baint daobhtha ansin. Charbh 
iontas don bhean a bhi san aithe a bheith sca(n)raithe! 

La m6r a bhi i La Fheile Muire M6r ag na Gaeil. Ba mh6r an truaighe 
mar sin a chuireadh tubaiste an la sin orthu mar a tharlaigh 1880. Bhi 
meas nach beag acu ar mhathair De, gur chum siad nach fiu ainrn da 
cuid fein daoithe, Muire. Bhi na ceadtai urnai acu ina hon6ir agus bhi cail 
go leor ar an duithche seo ata fa thracht againn san alt seo fa na gcuid 
danta diaga. Chan fhuil rud is foirstini mar sin le deireadh a chur leis an 
aiste ghairid seo na piosa do dhan dar teideal "Oifige Bheag Mhuire" a 
thabhairt daoibh. Ta a she oiread eile sa dan agus ata me a thabhairt 
anseo. 

OIFIGE BHEAG MHUIRE:1 

R. Anois tabhradh mo phuisini agus mo ghuth 
F. Ardmholadh ceoil don Mhaighdin inniu 
R. A bhaintiarna bi agam do cha raid 
F. Go neartuighir me in aghaidh m'eascharaid 
R. Gl6ir don Athair agus don Mhac agus don Spiorad Naomh 
F. Mar a bhi 6 thus agus mar ata anois agus mar beas tre shaol na 

saol. 
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NEAMHNUAILL 

Failte a bhaintiarna an domhain 
Banrion shoilse nimhe 
Failte a mhaighdean gach maighdine 
Realt moch na maidne 
Failte Ian de gach grasa 
a ghlansholais De 
a bhaintiarna cuidigh linn 
Le deifre dean e 
Dia 6n tsiorraiocht 
Thar mhraibh na cruinne 
don bhriathar d'ordaigh tu 
bheith aige mar bhuime 
Le sin chruthaigh se 
Neamh, talamh agus muir 
a ghlancheile taeighte 
Saar 6 gach coir . 

R. Do thogha agus rogha thaeigh Dia 
F. Ag us d' ordaigh se comhnai dheanamh sa teampall. 

AN URNAf 

A Naomh Muire, a Mhathair ar dTiarna iosa Criost, a bhanrion na 
bhFlaitheas agus a bhaintiarna an domhain nach dtreigeann agus nach 
dtarcaisnionn aoinneach, dearc orm go tr6caireach le suilibh na tr6caire 
agus fagh 6 do d' Aon Mhac pardun ann mo pheacai damnsa ata le 
hintinn agus meanmna diadha ag deanamh cuimhne ar do neamh 
ghabhaltas agus fa dheoigh a_n bheatha mharthanach shiorrai tre ghrasta 
agus tre thr6caire ar dTiarna losa Criost do thug tu, a Mhaighdean, chun 
an tsaoil ata mar aon leis an Athair agus leis an Spiorad Naomh, aon Dia 
bith bheo go Siorrai. 

R. A thiarna eist m'urnai 
F. Agus go sroichidh m' osna do lath air 
R. Beannai mu id ar dTiarna 
F. Buiochas do Dhia 

Amen. 

R. Agus do bhfaighidh anamnacha na gcreideamhnach a d'fhag a 
saol seo frid thr6caire De suaimhneas siorraL 

Amen. 
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Nach m6r an moladh ata tuillte ag na daoinf a chur dantaf da leitheid 
sin de ghlanmheabhair-danta a bhfuil ailneacht agus uaisleacht iontu 
agus saibhreas focal. Is furast duinne ata fa sh6 agus fa sh6mas suidhe 
sios agus danta a fhoghlaim- ach smaoitigh orthu sin a bhfuil a 
dteistimeireacht nochtuithe san alt seo-.:.ag sclabhafocht le coraidh 
cruaidhe an tsaoil sa la agus gan fios acu ea has a dtiocfadh greim an lae 
amaraigh ag gabhail fa dhfdean san oiche daobhtha. · 

Nar lige Dia go ndeanfaimis dearmad dar fhag siad againn. 
Sa bhliain 1880 chaitheadh muintir na haite seo a ghabhail 6 mhile 

chun Aifrinn go Gaoth Dobhair n6 go Gort an Choirce- ba ionann ar 
siul go dtf an da ait. Chan fhuair siad a dteach pobail fein i gCnoc Fola go 
dti an bhliain 1933. Ta siad br6duil as anois ach is minic iad ag caint, ar 
theach pobail Ghaoth Dobhair. Ca tuige nach mbeadh agus scaile ar 
nduchais greannta sna ballaf agus sna carraigeacha ata thart air agus san 
abhainn bhradach ata anois ag sileadh lena thaobh. 

1Scriobhadh sios an dan seo 6 bhealaithris Bhrid Dhall Nie Giolla Chomhaill, 40 bliain 6 
shoin. Bheirim mo bhuiochas do Roinn Bhealoideas Eireann a thug cead dom scrudu a 
dheanamh ar an leagan don dan seo ata le fail sna laimhscribhinni sa leabharlann ansin . 
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An illustration of the flooding of Derrybeg chapel from 
"The Penny IlJustrated Paper" for August 28, 1880. 



La an Bh8ite 
i nGaoth Dobhair 

Padraig 0 Gallchobhair 

Maidin Domhnaigh san fh6mhar, bhi muintir an aifrinn ag tarraingt 
ar Leim an Mhadaidh i gcontae Ohaire. Bhi bearradh beag fuar ar an la 
mar is gnach don am 'e bhliain n6 bhi an ghrian iseal sa speir go f6ill. · 

Ni raibh smid ann. Bhi mar bheadh ciuineas abhal-mh6r crochta ina 
chnap os cionn na cruinne ag bru agus ag pluchadh gach neach beo. Bhi 
na daoine tostach agus iad ag siul go mall. "Ta uafas ar an la" aduirt 
seanduine gearr-analach. "Ta sin" 6 na chomharsain. Thainig dreach 
liath ar an la agus caochlodh san aird thoir. Nocht neat beag dubhliath 
san aird cheanna agus mar d'eirigh sear an aer, mheadaigh se ina thoirt. 
Ghearaigh lucht an aifrinn a gcoisceim. 

Cluineadh monamar bog cealgach san duilliur. Rinne seidean. si rince 
meldhreach i ndusta an bhothair. Chuaigh na duilleoga a chodladh agus 
shiothlaigh an dusta in ait na mbonn. Dubh-chiuineas. Ciuineas scafar 
bagarthach! Dar le duine gur stad rothai na cruinne. 'Cumhdach De 
orainn, ta caill ar an la' i ngl6r fann eagaointeach an tseanduine. Osna 
muchta as croi na cruinne - feadail ghear - anfa gaoithe moire agus an 
ciuineas reabtha. An te bhi in ann, thug se do na bonnai ego teach an 
phobail. 

Bhi an t-uafas sa mhullach orthu. Sciobadh hatai fear is ban suas sa 
speir. Strocadh nlochan de na toir, rinneadh a gcardail agus a rollagu 
mar bhithear 'a slogadh suas i gcraos na gaoithe moire. Fagadh 
cuibhreann coirce fite fuaite chomh cothrom le clar ar an talamh. T6gadh 
paiste pratai idir bhun, bharr agus chre 'na mheascan mearai sa speir. Bhi 
an iomghauth ar a pie agus i ag gabhail i dtreise. 

Chuir an gabha rua beo ar a phlopa agus shiuil se suas os cionn an ti 
a' deanamh sealaiochta leis an bhuachailleacht. D'iarr se ar Din, a mhac 
a ghabhail isteach agus e fein a ullmhu don aifreann. Chuir an gabha a 
thaca le clai agus bhain se gal as a phiopa. Bhi se ina leine n6 bhi an speir 
glan gorm agus an t-aer bog cumhra. Ba bhrea an la e, mile A!tu do Dhia. 
Bheadh pobal m6r ar an Choitearna agus an Fheil' Muire ag siul leis an 
Domhnach. 
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Nuair a bhi Din sciopa sciurtha agus a chuiaith Domhnaigh uime, 
rinne a mhathair mion scrudu 6 bhaitheas go bonn air, mar bheadh se ag 
gabhail os comhair an phobail ar an alt6ir. Nuair a bhi an scrudu thart 
chuaigh Din 'un dorais agus scairt se trasna an bhealaigh mh6ir ar 
Sheamas Sheain Ui Fhearraigh. Bhi Seamas chuige ar an bhomaite agus 
shiuil an bheirt chleireach sios malaidh Shrath na Corcrach. Bhf an 
Sagart 'ac Phaidfn ina dhoras fein agus iad ag gabhail thart ach nior chuir 
se chucu na uathu, rud a b'annamh leis. Shiuil siad leo go dti teach na 
scoile, ait ar fhan siad le cleireach eile - an Dualtach Chonchubhair as 
Machaire Chlochair. Le linn na moille ag an scoil, thainig seanbhean 
chostarnocht agus a stocai agus a br6ga ar iompar lei. Chuaigh an 
tseanbhean iste~ch in abhainn theach a' phobail a ni a cos agus rite go 
leor a chuaigh se uirthi oiread uisce fhail agus chuirteadh baiseog orhtu. 
Chuir sf na br6ga uirthu agus d'imigh chun an tseipeil. "Dheanfaidh 
Grainne turas na gcros fa dh6 roimh an aifreann" arsa Din. "Bionn si ar 
tus ag teacht agus ar an duine deireanach a fhagas teach an phobail gach 
Domhnach" arsa Seamas. 

T6gadh an seipeal ta cead bliain 6 shin agus t6gadh e ar ionad 
seanseipeil in ailt chung. Th6g leithead an fhoirgnimh uir urlar na hailte 
uilig diomaoite de phasaid cheithre troigh ar dha thaobh an tseipeil. Bhi 
na beanna beagnach chomh hard leis na taobh ballai. Bhl bealach siuil ag 
uisce na hailte frfd shuil faoi urlar an tseipeil. Shi an doras m6r ar an 
cheann chaol den ailt. os comhair na halt6ra agus an da thaobh-doras 
mar ta siad inniu. Bhi fuinneog ard de ghloine gheal ar chul na halt6ra. Ni 
raibh ach an t-aon ailear (gallery) san am, an t-ailear m6r ar aghaidh na 
halt6ra a ma eh. 

Bhi Annraoi 'n Dualtaigh Oig 'na ch6nai ar an cheann thiar de 
Mhachaire a' Chlochair agus e i gceann a chuig mblian deag d'aois. 
Cailleadh a mhathair le linn eisean a theacht chun tsaoil agus da bharr sin 
thit m6rchuid de thimireacht an ti air. Bhi se ag buachailleacht an eallaigh 
roimh an eadra ar an mhaidin bheannaithe sea. Buachaill suailceach 
soineanta a bhi ann, neart ina gheaga agus luth ina chnamha. Bhi cail air 
le ceol agus le snamh. Bhf se 'na shuf ar charraig ar Ard Mhaire agus a 
shuil ar an bhealach mh6r aige n6 bhl se ag gabhail 'un aifrinn. Nior mh6r 
an t-eallach a chur isteach nuair a chifeadh se tus mhuintir na gcnoc ag 
gabhail soir. 

Seo chuige anuas Neill Dh6naill agus a seaspan ina laimh aici go 
direach nuair a nocht an chead chapall ar an bh6thar. "Arnharc, a Neili, 
amharc an pictiur, fear ~g ceann capaiil, bean ag marcaiocht agus 
naionan ina hucht aici - losa, Muire agus Seosamh". "Ni hea, leoga, 
ach leanbh muintreach du it fein as na cnoic, ata le baisteadh inniu", arsa 
Neili agus thosaigh si a chru b6 leo a bhi ar tead ar Ard Hu·dai. Nf raibh si 
ina sui i gceart nuair a scoilt splanc toirni an speir ghorm 6 cheann go 
ceann. Leim Neili, theilg an seaspan fad urchair uaithi agus d'imigh ar 
chosa-in-airde 'na bhaile. Ach an racht gairi a thainig 6 chroi Annraoi, 
bheadh se ina cluasa fad agus mhairfeadh sL 

Bhi an Sagart M6r 'ac Phaidin ag eisteacht faoistine roimh an 
aifreann i nGort a' Choirce. Thug se faoi deara scaile dorcha ag baint an 
tsolais de fhuinneoga an tseipeil. Baineadh preab as nuair a chuaigh se 
amach agus ch_onaic se an neal suaite dubh crochta os cionn an Chaisil. 
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Chuir se air a ribin agus chuaigh se tri chuarta thart ar theach an phobail, 
ag leamh os ard as a phortus, sul ar thosaigh sear an aifreann. 

Thainig muintir Leim a' Mhadaidh slfm 6'n ghabhadh. Sciord an 
iomghaoth lei siar trasna bhraid lnis Eoghain, isteach i nGleann tSuili 
agus 6 sin go Gleann Domhain agus na nealta a mbru agus a suathadh. 
Luigh an ghaoth anonn le Mam na Mucaise ach bhi a lucht r6-throm le 
heiri agus shleamhain an ollphiast siar ar Altan agus chuaigh pobal Ghort 
a' Choirce saor. 

Spreigh na nealta agus iad ar gail, amach ar thaobh a Leitheid, ar 
Chr6 na Leacht, agus rinne siad bearad agus briste do'n Eargail. Bhi bog
bhaisteach ag titim nuair a bhi tromlach na ndaoine i dteach pobail 
Ghaoth Dobhair. Bheir an fhearthainn ar an te d'fhag ar an ghann chuid 
e. Choscair aon splanc na maidne an t-aer, phleasc se na ru6gai a 
thathaigh na nealta le cheile agus bhi tus ar an dilinn. Bhuail an splanc 
Toabh a' Leitheid agus spreigh an bhaisteach amach go gleann Dhun 
Luiche agus go barr Ghaoth Dobhair. Bhi dha dtrian den phar6iste faoi 
bhaisti. Thainig si go bog faili agus chuir an pobal m6r a bhi cuachta· sa 
tseipeal thar a gcoimhead. 

Bhi sruthain bheaga uisce ar dha thaobh an dorais mh6ir nuair a 
thosaigh an t-aifreann. D'eirigh an bhaisteach 'na bailc agus leathaigh an 
t-uisce amach ar an urlar taobh istigh. Ach chuaigh formh6r na ndaoine a 
bhi in aice an dorais amach as teach an phobail agus niorbh' ionadh e. 
Bhi buirtheach a dheanfadh beithigh allta ag teacht anoir aduaidh orthu 
agus fuaim feargact) tonn agus tuile ag bagairt lasmuigh agus an t-uisce 
faili a spreadh fein ar an urlar taobh istigh. Ach chuir formh6r na ndaoine 
a muinin sa tsagart ar an alt6ir, san iobairt a bhi se a ofrail agus sa Dia 
mh6r a chiuinigh roisteacha farraige moire fad6. Chuaigh an sagart ar 
aghaidh leis an aifreann chomh ciuin stuama stuidearach agus da 
mbiodh aingle De ag siul leis - agus ea bhfios nach raibh. Nuair a 
thosaigh se a rann na gcomaoineacha naofa, bhi uisce go beal na mbr6g 
ar na daoine a bhi ar an urlar. Nuair a bhi an dara sraith rannta, bhi ant
uisce ag eiri ar urlar na halt6ra. 

Chuir an sagart na comaoineacha i dtaisce sa tabarnacal agus 
chriochnaigh se an t-aifreann. Thainig f6ide m6na agus clamain teir 
isteach ar an doras mh6r. Cluineadh glugarnach agus snagarnach as an 
abhainn faoi'n urlar. 

Bhi an tamhach taisc taobh amuigh. Bhi an speir 'na criathar agus 
an dubh-bhaisteach ag cnagairt ar dhion an ti. Scuab an tuile cocai feir, 
clampai m6na, gragain agus leabacha caorain isteach in ailt theach an 
phobail. Chuir an d6rtadh as beal na speire an dlaoi mhullaigh ar an 
uafas. Bhi an iomghaoth cloite ag an oidhre a ghin si fein, bhi an tuile 
agus an t-uisce i reim. 

Ba mhaith an mhaise don dream a d' ealaigh as an tseipeal leis an 
eagla. Munar chuir siad leis, nior bhain siad a dhath den bhaol baite ina 
raibh siad. Dar leo nach raibh tarrthail ar na daoine a bhi fagtha san 
fhaopach. lmionn droch sceal ar an ghaoth agus nior bhfada gur t6gadh 
uaill chaointe 6 na Cladaigh 'na gCnoc - daoine teicheadh agus daoine 
t~acht ag iarraidh tuairisc n6 tasc a nduine fein. Chuaia Eoghan Shile 
Oige agus an Gabha Rua an ghair agus thug siad iarraidh <H shiopa 
Sheain Ui Fhearraigh gur bhailigh leo r6pai agus dreimiri ina chrios le 
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hEoghan. 
Thainig tuile uisce isteach ar an doras mh6r agus thainig si chomh 

ramhar sin nach raibh an da thaobh-doras abalta an tuile a tharraingt. 
D' eirigh an t-uisce ar bhonn na halt6ra agus thug Sea mas Shea in Ui 
Fhearr.aigh iarraidh amach ar dhoras an sacraisti ach dhruid an tuile an 
chomhla 'na dhiaidh. 

Tharraing an sagart an bheirt chleireach eile chuige agus chuir se 
suas ar an alt6ir iad. 

D' ealaigh a Ian de na daoine sna taobhanna amach ar na taobh
dorais sul ar mheadaigh neart na tuile. Sheas na fir guala ar ghualainn, 
agus an tuile go hascal orthu. Thug siad cabhair agus tarrthail do mhna 
agus do phaisti a gcur suas ar na bruacha agus ag tabhairt teaghlaigh le 
cheile. 

Taobh istigh, i gcor,p an tseipeil, theith daoine suas ar an ailear agus 
ar an staighre, oiread acu go raibh baol nach n-iompr6dh na cuailli an t
ualach. Chros an sagart 6n alt6ir gan aon duine eile a ghabhail ar an 
staighre agus chomhairligh se do na daoine a bhi ann fanacht go ciuin 
suaimhneach. Nior gha an staighre a chrosadh n6 bhi an dile ag a bhun a 
shar6dh an bradan fejn. Thiomain an sruth leo na binsi, agus na daoine a 
bhi i bhfast6 iontu suas in aice na halt6ra. Chuaigh bocsa an eisti ar an 
tsnamh. Tharraing Briaini Phadai Ui Bhaoill isteach ar an culshruth e, ait 
a raibh Sile Nf Dhubhgain 6n tsliabh, naionan ina baclainn, ina seasamh 
ar bhinse agus an t-uisce go basta uirthi. Chuir Briaini Sile agus an 
naionan isteach sa bhocsa agus sharaigh siad an gabhadh ansin. 

Shrois Eoghan Shile Oige agus an Gabha Rua agus foirearin 
tarrthala leo, an seipeal go trathuil. Cuireadh dreimire 6 bharr na haille go 
fuinneog ar an ailear agus nior bhfada 'bhi Eoghan ag baint amach barr. 
na fuinneoige le na thua. Leagadh droichead dreimiri 6n fhuinneog go 
droim na haille agus fuair lag agus laidir fuascailt. 

Thainig faoiseamh san bhaisteach ach bhi an tuile ag eiri taobh 
amuigh agus taobh istigh agus na sc6rthai i ngear gheibheann. Bhi an 
alt6ir agus an tabarnacal faoi bhathadh agus an sagart agus a bheirt 
chleireach ag briseadh a mbealach suas san fhuinneog ar chul na halt6ra. 

Bhi tri shruth fola ag sileadh isteach san uisce. Nuair a laghdaiodh 
an t-ualach ar an staighre, thug lucht na tarrthala a mbinn ar aghaidh an 
aileara. Bhi cupla fea de r6pa cnaibe agus cnapshnaidhm ar gach ceann 
de ag gach fear. Thosaigh an iascaireacht agus a chroi 6, ba mealdha an 
baoite agus ba luachmhar an toradh. Tarraingiodh fir, mna agus p~isti as 
ait a mbascaidh. Bhi deich dtroigh uisce ar urlar an tseipeil ach bhi 
snamhaithe misniula ag teacht i gcabhair ar ante a bhi in easnamh. Nior 
sheachain siad an chontuirt agus nior choigil siad a ndicheall agus ina 
measc bhi Annroai 'n Dualtaigh. I leabhra De amhain ata cuntas cruinn ar 
eachtai gaile phobal an Choitearna ar an la sin. 

Bhi Neili Dh6naill ar bhruach na tuile agus chonaic si seanbhean ag 
imeacht le sruth. Grainne a bhi ann. Uair roimhe sin ni raibh oiread uisce 
ann agus nifeadh a cosa. Fuarthas a corp ar na hinseain. Cailleadh beirt 
sheanduine. Baolach as lnis Meain agus ·oochartach as Machaire 
Chlochair. Fuarthas corp Shearnais Ui Fhearr~igh ag an Chuife. Badh e 
ag doras an sacraisti. Chuaigh an t-eide ' bhi air i bhfast6 sa doras. Bhi 
cloigeann Annraoi scoilte. Seisear a tharrthail se agus e ag tarraingt ar an 

30. 



seachtu duine nuair a chaith an sruth in eadan na mbeann e. Bhi an d61as 
ann agus an doichealL Diultaiodh clar comhlach le na chorp a thabhairt 
abhaile. 

Thainig an trathn6na agus an ghrian le cheile ach bhi cairt taobh 
amuigh agus taobh istigh den tseipeal. Chaill an Dualtach qg a mhac 
agus a uncail agus baisteadh a ua ar la na tuile. · 

An rud ata annamh ta se iontach. Thit an Fheil Muire ar ·an 
Oomhnach i 1950. Ar an la sin duirt mac dearthara de Din an Ghabha 
Ruaidh agus mac an Dualtaigh Chonchubhair an t-aifreann le cheile i 
bpobal an Choitearna. 

(Foilsiodh an t-alt seo in ABU - iris Cuimhneachain Chumann Thir 
Chonaill i mBaile Atha Cliath 1957). 

31. 



32. 

Teach pobail Dhoiri Beaga tamall maith 6 shin - i dtus an cheid seo is d6cha. 

Na bannai ceoil ag tarraingt ar an teach pobail ceanna ar 6caid cuimhneachan na 
tuile La Fheil' Muire 1980. 



La na Tuile 
(Achoimre ar an IEtacht a thug Sean 0 Gallch6ir) 

Tithe Pobail 

Le tus a chur leis an leacht seo, ba mhaith liom cupla focal a ra fa'n 
teach pobail seo agus na haiteacha adhraidh a chuaigh roimhe. Bhiodh 
aifreann a ra, a chead uair, i scathlan n6 laftan beag sa bhinn ar an taobh 
eile den abhainn. Bhiodh an pobal ar a ngluine ar dha thaobh na habhann 
sa ghleann seo agus fir faire ag coimhead ar eagla go dtiocfadh na 
saighdiuiri dearga sa t6ir orthu. Ni raibh cead ag sagart aifreann a ra 
mura raibh se 'claraithe' agus le bheith claraithe, chaithfeadh se m6id 
dilseachta a thabhairt. Bhi an dli seo a chur i bhfeidhm go dian 6n uair a 
thainig an bhanrion Anna go cor6in na Sasana (1702). Cuireadh sc.ath 
beag adhmaid ar an ·alt6ir a chumhdaigh na coinnle agus a choinnigh an 
ghaoth uathu. agus nios moille na sin, rinneadh scath nios m6 a 
choinnigh an sagart agus na cleirigh agus a bhi druidte ar thri taobhanna. 
Thainig maolu ar dhli na sagart claraithe agus rinneadh ar shiul leis na fir 
faire agus t6gadh teach pobaJI ceann tui ar an taobh eile den abhainn sa 
bhliain 1760. Choisric an Dr. 0 Raghallaigh, a thainig mar Easpag ar Rath 
Bh6th i 1759, e. Mhair an teach pobail sin mar ait adhraidh go dti gur 
d6dh e ar 11 u Aibrean 1854. An t-Athair D6nal Mac Aoidh a bhi ina 
shagart par6iste san am agus bhi se indiaidh lanuineacha a ph6sadh 
indiaidh na hoiche mar a niti de ghnath san am - deirtear i seanchas na 
haite go raibh seacht lanuin i dteach an phobail an oiche sin. Deirtear 
fosta gur be6anna tine a bhi mar sholas acu. Cibe ar bith, chuaigh teach 
an phobail ar thine agus d6dh go talamh e agus ina ait, t6gadh an teach 
pobail seo ina bhfuil muid 'nar sui anois. Criochnaiodh e sa bhliain 1858. 

Bhi se deanta ar dha thaobh na habhann - an abhainn sin ata anois 
'na rith amuigh ansin, bhi si 'na rith san ait a bhfuil me 'mo sheasamh 
anseo. Is minic a cuireadh an cheist: Cad chuige ar t6gadh an teach 
pobail seo ina leitheid d'ait? Se 'n freagra is coitianta ar sin nach 
dtabharfadh na tiarnai suiomh ar bith eile fa na choinne agus b'fheidir gur 
cuid den fhirinne e. Ach caithfidh me a ra, agus me ag iarraidh eolais a 
chruinniu ·fa choin.ne na cainte seo, nach raibh me abalta teacht ar 
chruthu cinnte ar bith gur diultaiodh suiomh don teach pobail seo. Is fiu 
smaointiu ar an rud a scriobh A. M. Sullivan M.P. - cara maith do 
Ghaoth Dobhair, a mbeidh tuilleadh le ra agam fa dtaobh d6 nios moille 

"I am not astonished that, independently of the refusal of landlords to 
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give a site for a popish chapel, this spot hallowed by such memories and 
associations should have been clung to by the people". 

ANTUILE 

Anois tigim go dti abhar mo leachta, 'Lana Tuile'. Cead bliain 'sa la 
inniu, La Fheil' Muire 1880, tharla ceann de na heachtrai is br6nai i stair 
chorraitheach an phobail seo. . 

Samhlaigi dibh fein an teach pobail seo san am - an foirgneamh 
ceanna gan m6ran athraithe. Ni raibh an da ghailearai taoibhe ann - Ni 
raibh ann ach an ghailearai mh6r. Mar duirt me, bhi an abhainn ag rith 
faoin urlar agus sios i lar an yard amuigh. Anois, samhlaigi an suiomh an 
La Fheil' Muire sin. Tana daoine cruinn fa choinne aifreann a d6 dheag, 
'na sui sna suiochain an ait a bhfuil sibhse anois agus ar an ghailearai 
mh6r. Ta idir 900 agus 1000 duine i lathair. Thainig siad 6 ghob Chnoc 
Fala go barr a Toir agus isteach 6 na hoileain. Ni raibh nduine as ceantar 
Dhun Luiche ann mar bhi teach pobail da gcuid fein acu le naoi mbliana 
roimhe sin ( 1871 ). La m6r i saol Chaitlici na gceantar seo a bhi i La Fheil 
Muire agus an bhliain seo thit se ar an Domhnach. B'olc an te nach 
ndeanfadh freastal ar aifreann De. Ba luath a d'fhag cuid acu baile, cuid 
at dhroim capaill ach an mh6r chuid de shiul cos. Ach bhi an mhaidin 
maith, teas bruithneach ann agus an speir glan gorm. Ach i dtratha an 
deich, bhi nealta dubha ag cruinniu os cionn Mhin an lolair agus nior 
bhfada go raibh fuaim toirni le cluinstin. Thosaigh an fhearthainn throm 
ann nuair thosaigh an Sagart Ac Phaidin ar an aifreann - e fein agus a 
thriur c!eireach: D6nal Mac Giolla Easpaig (Den Eoghain Ruaidh), agus 
Seamas 0 Fearraigh (Jimmy Sheain Ui Fhearraigh) as Srath na Corcra 
agus Dualtach 0 Gallch6ir (Dualtach Chonchuir) as Machaire Chlochair. 
Ach thuas sna cnoic, bhi an dile i bhfad nios measa agus ni raibh fada go 
raibh tuile fhianta san abhainn seo amuigh ag scuabadh lei's ag cartadh 
roimpi turt6gai, crainn 's achan chonamar eile. Stopadh an piopa faoi 
theach an phobail. D' eirigh an t-uisce amuigh ach bhi na doirse druidte 
agus ma bhi braon ag sileadh isteach tein, nior chuir na daoi'ne m6ran 
suime ansin. Ag am Comaoineach, bhi se ag eiri go beal na mbr6g ar na 
daoine agus le sin fein, chuir bru an uisce na doirse isteach agus, i gcuig 
bhomaite, bhi an t-uisce deich dtroithe ar airde - dha throithe dheag a 
deir cuid de na cuntais. Is furast dibh a shamhlu caide an tafach taisc a 
bhi ansin. Daoine ag tabhairt iarraidh ar an ghailearai agus ar na 
fuinneoga, suiochain ag snamh ar bharr an uisce, bocsa an eisti ar a 
tsnamh, sealtai ban agus bearaid fear. Chriochnaigh an sagart tabhairt 
amach na gcomaoineach ach ni raibh se i bhfad go raibh an t-uisce go 
hascallai air. Chuaigh se suas ar thabla na halt6ra agus tharraing beirt de 
na cleirigh leis. Bhi an triu duine, Seamas 0 Fearraigh, a chuaigh 'na 
sacraisti ar theachtaireacht, bhi se crothnaithe. Is cosuil gur beireadh ar a 
chuid eadaigh sa doras nuair a dhruid se ina dhiaidh. Thug an tuile lei 
doras is eile 'na dhiaidh sin - fuarthas carp Sheamais thios ag an Chuife 
trathn6na. Thainig an t-uisce ar an tsagart ar an alt6ir agus, le cuidiu 
suiochan a bhi ar snamh thart, fuair se suas san fhuinneog i gcul na 
halt6ra. Thug se absal6id don tslua a chonaic se faoi· sa chontuirt. Duirt 
se fein ina dhiaidh sin gurb e an t-iontas e nach raibh ar a laghad 
leathchead baite. Duirt se go bhfaca se gniomhartha gaisce a dheanamh 
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ag daoine an la sin a shabhail ar a laghad 400 duine. Shnamh daoine 
amach ar na doirse agus chuir fios ar tharrthail. Fuarthas dreimiri agus 
leagadh trasna 6n ghailearai iad amach ar na fuinneoga go barr na 
mbeann amuigh. Tugadh r6pai anoir as teach Sheain Ui Fhearraigh agus 
le na gcuidiu tarraingiodh daoine suas ar an ghailearai agus amach an 
bealach eal6idh ar na dreimirL Ta ainmneacha na ndaoine seo leanas 
luaite i bpaipeir nuachta an ama as a gcuid gaisce ag sabhail daoine: dha 
pheas, l\1artin agus O'Mahony; WilJiam Colgan as n_a Machaireacha; 
Eoghan 0 Donaill n6 Eoghan Shile Oige agus D6nal 0 D6naill as Doiri 
Beaga; Mici Coppins agus Donnchadh 0 Gallch6ir. 

NA DAOINE A BATHADH 

Nuair a thraigh an tuile, bhi cuigear baite. Fuarthas dha chorp thios 
ag an .doras - Conall 0 Baoill n6 Conall Hudai as lnis Meain agus 
Niall 0 Dochartaigh n6 Niall Hanraoi as Machaire Chlochair. Bhi an 
bheirt acu thart fa 70 bliain d' aois . . Fuarthas na tri coirp eile thios ar na 
hinseain: Grainne Ni Ghairbhigh (Grainne Chreagain, mar b'fhearr 
aithne uirthi), bean ph6sta thart fa 50, bean Hudai Eoghain as an 
Charraic agus mathair mh6r Eoghain Ghrainne a leag an blathfhleasc ar 
an leacht inniu, bean chneasta a bhiodh idt61amh ar a chead duine i 
dteach an phobail agus an duine deireanach a fhagail - deirtear gur nigh 
si a cosa san abhainn ar a bealach isteach an la sin agus nach m6 nach 
raibh oiread uisce ann is a nigh iad; Hanraoi 0 Gallch6ir n6 Hanraoi an 
Dualtaigh as Machaire Chlochair, dearthair do Sheain a Dualtaigh -
buachaill 6g chuig mblian deag, an duine a b' 6ige den teaghlach - fuair 
a mhathair bas nuair a thainig se ar a tsaol - bhi snamh maith ag an 
bhuachaill 69 seo, shabhail se seisear agus bhi se ag tarraingt ar an 
seachtu duine nuair a chaith an sruth in eadan ,na mbeann e agus 
scoilteadh a chloiginn. Ag us an cleireach Seamas 0 Fearraigh i gcionn 
a thri mblian deag. Ta a ainm sin ar thuamba Chlainn Ui Fhearraigh sa 
tsean reilig. 

DAOINE THAINIG SLAN 

Ta scealtai i mbeal na ndaoine go f6ill fa dhaoine a thainig slan 6n 
ghabhadh an la sin. Grainne Nie Aoidh n6 bean John Bhiddy a bhithear a 
scuabadh ar shiul nuair a chuaigh a seal i bhfast6 sa gheafta agus 
choinnigh i, gur shabhail an peas 0 Mairtin i. Seamas Mac Suibhne as an 
Tor, agus a ch6naigh ar an Chorrmhin go bhfuair se bas sa bhliain 1967, 
bhi se i dteach an phobail le baisteadh an la sin lena charas Criost, Nora 
Nie Suibhne. Bhi bocsa an eisti ag snamh thart. Thug Briaini Phaidi 
Bhaoill .as- Machaire Chlochair i leataobh e agus chuir se an naionan 
isteach ann. Nior baisteadh Jamesy an la sin. Ta se i leabhar.theach a' 
phobail gur baisteadh ar an 16u Lunasa e. Ach sa leabhar cheanna, ta se 
riomhtha gur baisteadh leanbh as Gabhla - Aodh Mac Fhionnaile nf. 
Hudai Mhichil Bhain, mac do Mhicheal Mac Fhionnaile agus N0~r.! Ni 
Mhaolagain. Fuair se bas nuair a bhi se ina st6cach 6g. 'Se ;::11 miniu a 
bheadh agam ar an bhaisteadh sin na gur baisteadh roimh an aitreann e 6 
tharla gur leanbh as an oilean e n6 is cinnte nar deanadh baisteadh ar bith 
indiaidh an aifrinn an la sin. Bhi dochar m6r deanta den teach pobail fein 
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- bhi tri n6 ceathair de throithi labain ar an urlar, suiochain agus trioc 
scuabtha ar shiul. An chailis a bhi a usaid ag an tsagart, bhi si ar shiul leis 
an tuile agus fuair Peadar 0 Baoill i thios ar na hinseain. Mheas an sagart 
go raibh luach £1000 de thrioc an ti pobail fein caillte gan tracht ar an 
damais'te den fhoirgneamh e fein. 

CUNTAIS AR AN TUBAISTE 

Seo aistriu ar an chuntas a bhi ag an Belfast News Letter ar an 19u 
Lunasa: "Fuarthas na tri chorp ar bhruach na habhann thart fa 
leathmhile faoi theach an phobail ag an Tulaigh nuair a thraigh an tuile. 
Sathadh dornan beathaigh fosta agus scuabadh ar shiul iad le stand na 
mbeathach a bhi. ar an taobh 6 dheas de chl6s theach a' phobail. Shi 
teach an Athair Mhic Phaidin (san ait a bhfuil teach Mhairead Frank 
inniu) ina ospideal shealadach don mhuintir a bhf loitithe. Thainig an 
dochtuir agus rinne freastal orthu sin a bhi gearrtha agus bruite. Bhi fir 
agus mna ag dul thart agus m6ran acu a raibh breidi ar a lamha is ar a 
gcloigneacha agus achan nduine ag cur tuairisce a mhuintir fein. Shi na 
fir ina gcuid leinte, a muinchilll trustailte, m6ran acu costarnocht. Bhi na 
sealtai caillte ag an chuid is m6 de na mna. Bhi teach an phobail gan 
d6igh, na fuinneogai uilig briste agus iad Ian fola. Bhris na daoine an 
gloine, pana indiaidh pana 6 bhun go barr agus bhain usaid astu mar 
bheadh dreimire ann le fail go dti an ghailearai. Bhi na fuinneogai eile 
uilig mar a gceanna, achan nduine ag iarraidh fail chomh hard is a 
thiocfadh leo amach as bealach na tuile. Scuabadh na doirse ar shiul 6 na 
hinsi agus fiu amhain na hursanacha fein, thug an tuile leithi iad. Bhi na 
suiochain uilig briste agus thochail an tuile faoi na ballai sa chruth is go 
raibh siad i gcontuirt titim. Ta tri troithe ar doimhne ar an urlar idir 
gaineamh, graibheal agus laban agus turt6gai m6ra agus rutai crann. 
Scuabadh ar shiul doras an sacraisti agus silim gur anseo a chuaigh an 
gasur 6g a bhi ina chleireach - Seamas 0 Fearraigh - i bhfast6 agus 
coinniodh ann e gur bathadh e ach nuair a thug an tuile leithi an doras, 
d'imigh a chorp sios an abhainn go dti an ait a bhfuarthas e. Ta an chuid 
is m6 den bhalla a bhi thart ar theach an phobail ar shiul fosta agus an 
droichead a bhi ar an abhainn ar an bhealach mh6r, nil rian ar bith d6 
fagtha. Ta damaiste mhillteanach deanta don bharr fosta. I gcuid de na 
bailte, ta coirce is preatai faoi uisce agus go leor acu scuabtha ar shiul leis 
an tuile. Nior tharla a leitheid sa taobh seo den domhan adamh 
aroimhe?" 

Agus ta scealta a thainig anuas chugainn 6n mhuintir a chuaigh 
romhainn ag cur leis an chuntas seo. Ba mhaith an rud na scealta sin a 
chruinniu is a chur le cheile. Is cuid thabhachtach de stair an phobail iad 
ata muid ag iarraidh a chaomhnu is a shabhail agus· ni r6-mhinic a 
thiocfas a mhacasamhail seo de aimear againn. 

OOMHNACH NA CRAICEALA 

Nuair a glanadh suas teach a' phobail, leanadh de ra an aifrinn ann 
gach Domhnach. Bhi daoine a raibh eagla orthu dhu1 isteach ann agus 
theadh siad ar a ngluine amuigh. Ocht seachtaini 6 La na Tuile ar an 10u 
la d~ ~heireadh F6mhair, bhi la scathmhar eile i dteach an phobail. 
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Chuala an pobal trup ar an dion. Bhi siad uaiscneach indiaidh na tuile 
agus thug siad iarraidh· ar an doras. Bhi brudan bocht ann agus 
trampaladh daoine faoi chosa. Bhi cuntas sa 'Derry Journal' air. Deir se 
go dearn an Dr. Ferguson a bhi anseo san am freastal ar ochtar a bhi 
gortaithe go maith agus duirt an dochtuir fein go raibh girseach amhain 
- McBride as Gabhla - 'very precarious'. 'Se an miniu a bhi ag an 
phaipear a.r an trup na gur slata a bhi scaoilte ar bharr agus gur 
shleamhnaigh se anuas an dion, ach 'se an miniu ata i seanchas · na 
ndaoine gur amhl6iri a chai~h clocha beaga suas ar na slatai a rinne an 
torman. Domhnach na Craiceala a bheirtear i seanchas na ndaoine ar an 
Oomhnach sin. Baisteadh Biddy Bhilly as an Mhachaire Loisce agus 
bean Phaidi Jack Mh6ir as Mhin an lolair an la sin. 

A, M. SULLIVAN, M.P. 

Rinne me tagairt i dtus na cainte seo d6. Is fiu cupla focal a ra fa 
dtaobh d6. Rugadh e i mBeanntrai i gContae Chorcaigh i 1830 -
Alexander Martin Sullivan. Chuaigh se ag obair mar iriseoir ag an 'Nation' 
agus nuair d'~hag Gavan Duffy e, bhi se ina eagarth6ir agus ina uineir. 
Bhi cuis na hEireann an-dheas da chroi ach nior chreid se sa lamh laidir 
agus bhi se in eadan gluaiseacht na bhFinini. Bhi se ina M.P. do Co. Lu 
agus do Co. na Mi. Chuaig~ se a ch6nai i Sasain. Bhris an tslainte air 
agus fuair se bas i mBaile Atha Cliath i 1884. Bhi. se na chuairteoir i· 
nGaoth Dobhair blianta roimh an tuile agus aithne mhaith aige ar theach 
an phobail. Nuair a chuala se fa'n tuile, scriobh se litir fhada chuig an 
Times i Londain ar an 23u Lunas ag tabhairt cuntas cruinn ar theach a' 
phobail agus a stair agus ag achaine ar lucht leite an pbaipeir iomraitigh 
sin cuidiu a thabhairt don tSagart 'Ac Phaidin sa cha ill a thainig air. Thug 
an achaine sintiuisi go leor isteach. Ta daoine mar Lord Granville, Lord 
Harrington, W. H. Smith, John Bright, Mr. Chamberlain agus a Ian 
teachtai parlaiminte idir Coimheadaithe agus Liobralaithe. Bhi an Chief 
Secretary Forster ar an liosta chomh maith. Gan mhoill 'na dhiaidh sin, 
rinn an Sagart Mac Phaidin e fein achaine sa Derry Journal agus 
cl6bhualadh an achaine ina Ian paipeir eile thar lear. I measc na ndaoine a 
chuir sintiuisi, bhi Dr Croke, Ardeaspag Chaisil, a bhfuil Paire an 
Chr6caigh ainmnit~e ina dhiaidh, - chuir se £100 - agus Dr. McCabe, 
Ardeaspag Bhaile Atha Cliath, £100 eile. Ta Daniel Keown as an Bhun 
Beag ar ·an liosta fosta - dhiol se £5. 

DANTA AGUS AMHRAIN 

Scriobhadh go leor fa'n tuile, go m6r mh6r danta ach i mBearla ata 
siad uilig. Sampla amhain sinithe ag L- - , Bohernabreena, Gweedore. 

I saw that church at eventide 
The rushing flood had flown 
But all around in ruins 
Lay its altar overthrown 
And men and women over their dead 
Were wailing at that shore · 
And grief and horror reigned supreme 
That eve in wild Gweedore. 
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Agus vearsa 6 cheann fada a scriobh Rebecca Scott, Castlefin: 

The half-hearted prayer suspended 
Upon th'e dying breath 
The holy anthem silenced 
In the deep hush of death 
Morn rose upon the mountain 
Most beautiful and fair 
Eve set upon a sickening scene 

of ruin and despair 
On blighted homes, hearts broken, 
Whose every hope is o'er 
On sorrowing eyes whose light was quenched 
In the chapel of Gweedore. 

Ag us 6 linte. a scriobh Clare M. M. Reilly ar James Ferry: 

So you did rise and in meekness low bending 
Served at the sacrifice God loveth best 
Which, with its incense of prayer sweet ascending, 
Make ang,9ls wonder that men are so blest. 

Agus arls ag J. H. R.: 

The fearful deluge came and went 
Thus swiftly, messenger of death, 
To beating hearts that morn, who came, 
To worship His most holy name, 
Who gives and takes, our mortal breath, 
And made his glorious firmament. 

agus mar sin de. 

COIRIO AN Ti PHOBAIL 

Ba ran cheist mh6r indiaidh na tuile na caide ba cheart a dheanamh 
le teach a' phobail. Bhi dochar m6r deanta d6 agus bhi m6ran daoine den 
bharuil gur cheart e a threigint ar fad agus teach pobail ur a th6gail ar 
shuiomh ur. Bhi arg6inti laidir i leith an dearcaidh sin agus cuireadh i 
lathair go laidir iad sa Derry Journal '80 sinithe ag l)nus de Clero 
Rapotensi agus ceann ar an 10u Deireadh F6mhair ag "Parishioner". Ba 
e an cas a bhi acu go dtiocfadh leis an rud ceanna tarlu aris, nach raibh se 
praicticiuil n6 iondeanta a dhath a dhea,namh fa'n abhainn a bhi ag rith 
faoi theach a' phobail. Agus da socr6fai ar theach pobail ur a dheanamh 
go muscl6fai cleir na deoise as an neamhshuim a bhf siad a thaispeaint sa 
chas go dtl seo. Cuireadh in iul narbh e seo an chead uair a thainig an 
tuile isteach i dteach a phobail. Sa bhliain 1859, nuair nach raibh teach a 
phobail criochnaithe go hiomlan, d'eirigh tuile go raibh an t-uisce ar an 
urlar dha throigh ar doimhne agus nll an bhliain agam inar eirigh se an 
dara huair. Cuireadh an chelst: An dtarl6idh se aris i gceann d~ich 
mbliana n6 fiche bliain n6 leathchead bliain? Ni fhaca me litir ar bith sa 
phaipear ata luaite ag cosaint an tseansuimh fein. Agus caithfear 
smaointiu ar an taobh eile den sceal nach raibh an teach pobail seo ach 
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corradh beag le sc6r bliain d'aois san am agus gur dhoiligh iarraidh ar 
phobal tabhairt faoi cheann eile a th6gail a bheadh ar dh6igh ar bith 
ionchurtha leis an aras brea a bhi acu. Rud eile, bhi ceist an airgid ann 
agus, ainneoin na n-achaini a chuaigh amach ag iarraidh tarrthala, ta me 
fein den bharuil, agus ta fhios agam go dtainig sintiuisi fiuntacha isteach, 
ta me den bharuil gur tugadh an chluas bhodhar daofa go minic. £1400 
an suim ata luaite a fuair an Sagart Ac Phaidin as ucht a achaine agus, ce 
gur m6r an tsuim san am e, san am cheanna, sa chas speisialta seo, 
bheinn ag duil le tuilleadh. 

Ar scor ar bith socraiodh ar theach an phobail a ch6iriu, agus nil 
amhras na go ndearnadh eacht mh6r. Athraiodh cursa na habhann agus 
cuireadh ag rith i mar a chionn sjbh i inniu taobh amuigh de theach a 
phobail. Le sin a dheanamh, bhi beanna le reabadh le bealach a 
dheanamh don abhainn ur. Cuireadh isteach dha thaobh-ghailearai agus 
t6gadh an sacraisti ata ansin anois. Cuireadh isteach alt6ir ur fosta. Ar an 
25u Marta 1882, athfhoscladh an teach pobail nua-ch6irithe agus mar sin 
a mhair se go dti La Fheil' Muire 1972 nuair a foscladh an teach pobail ur. 

ACHOIMRE 

Sula bhfagfaidh me sceal na tuile, ta cupla rud a ba mhaith liom a ra: 
1 ). Ta cuntas maith iomlan le fail i bpaipeiri na haimsire sin fa'n 

tuile, ce go gcaithfear a bheith curamach fa na cuntais sin an chead 
cupla la. Cuir i gcas, i bpaipear ar an Mhairt, ta se raite 'four corpses have 
been recovered and eleven are missing feared carried out to sea'. Ta sin 
sa Freeman's Journal 'by special telegram from Letterkenny, Monday' 
agus 6n Central News Telegram London 'the roof is reported to have 
been demolished . . . 20 were drowned or wounded'. Ach nuair a thainig 
na hiriseoiri ar an lathair i lar na seachtaine, ta na cuntais cruinn agus 
firinneach go maith agus nil an aibheil acu is gnath nuair a bhriseas sceal 
uafasach ar an phobal go tobann. Ba _cheann de scealta m6ra na bliana e 
i dtlortha eile chomh maith le frid Eirinn in am nach raibh gleasanna 
cu.marsafde ach mall-triallach. Agus ar nd6 anseo sa bhaile, ba e sceal 
m6r ar staire e. Ach ma ta cuntais chruinne le fail ar phriomhtharl6ga an 
lae uafasaigh sin, ta mionscealta go leor fa'n tuile i mbealaibh daoine go 
f6ill - scealta ata tabachtach 6 thaobh an tseanchais de agus a ba 
cheart a bheith mar chuid de sceal iomlan na tuile. 

2). Nuair a tharlaios tubaiste da leitheid seo, eirionn an cheist -
cad chuige ar tharla a leitheid? Agus sa chas seo cuirtear an cheist: cad 
chuige a raibh teach a' phobail deanta ina leitheid d'ait ar a leitheid de 
dh6igh? Ceist i sin nach bhfuil an freagra go hiomlan agam mar aduirt me 
i dtus na cainte seo agus ar bhfiU do dhaoine a bhfuil suim acu sa stair 
aitiuil tuilleadh taighde a dheanamh air. 

3). Chuala me go minic daoine a ra - 'da mbeadh ciall ag an 
phobal an la sin, ni bhafai aonduine'. Cuirtear ina leith gur chaill siad a' 
chloiginn, mar adeirtear. Bhal, indiaidh ar leigh me fa la na tuile le tamall 
anuas, ta me Ian chinnte anois nach bhfuil an tuairim sin ag cur- maith na 
olc lenar tharla an la sin. Ach se an t-iontas e nach raibh i bhfad nios m6 
baite agus nil amhras ar bith ormsa na go mbeadh ach ·go be na 
gniomhthara gaisce a rinn a Ian daoine ag tabhairt tarrthala agus an urnar 
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a d'eirigh go hachaineach 6 mhna agus 6 fhir chuig Mathair Dear Fheile 
a Deast6gala. 

Ba mhaith liom admhail a dheanamh ar an chuidiu a fuair me 6 na foinsi 
seo: 

1 ). larch6ipeanna den Derry Journal, Freeman's Journal agus 
Belfast News Letter. 
Altar 'La an Bhaite' a scriobh Paidi Sheain a Dualtaigh in ABU 1957. 

2). Agus dona daoine seo: Tomas() Cuireain, Maire Mhic Niallais, 
Nuala Ni Ghallch6ir, Maire Nie Giolla Easpaig, baill den Chumann 
Seanchais a chuir caipeisi ar fail domh. 
Do Eamonn Mac a tSaoir, an Leabharlannai Condae, agus do Ph61 () 
Gallch6ir a rinne taighde domh sa Leabharlann Naisiuna. 

40. 



BrUidiUlacht agus 
DishealbhU 

Sean Mac Fhionnlaoich 

Nauir a thainig an Tiarna George Hill go Gaoth Dobhair sa bhliain 
1834 bhi 44,000 acra talaimh i seilbh na ndaoine agus beagan dosa le diol 
acu. Ach chuir seisean agus an p6r ur tiarnai talaimh a thainig ina 
chuideachta deireadh le sin, ghlac siad seilbh ar nios m6 na leath an 
talaimh, thart fa 24,000 acra agus de reir a cheile th6g siad an dos ar an 
chuid eile go dti £1600.00. Ni raibh an dos ar an phar6iste uilig roimhe sin 
ach £660.00. Ba e seo ainchios nach bhfeadfai a bhaint as an talamh 
agus leis an dlaoi mullaigh a chur ar an tubaiste mh6r sea cuiredh 
deireadh leis an Ch6ras Rundale. Tugadh ar na tion6ntai bochta tithe ura 
a th6gail, tithe a chosain ar a laghad £10.00 an ceann, costas a b'eigean 
d6ibh fein a ioc mar ni bhfuair siad tacaiocht ar bith 6 na tiarnai. Ba e 
George . Hill a chuir tus le ainchios, bhi se ina cheannr6dai ar a 
chomhthiarnai agus rinne an t-iomlan acu aithris air. Thaobhaigh an dli 
leis na tioranaigh, ni raibh faoiseamh le fail ag na tion6ntai bochta, 
d'fhulaing siad leo go foighdeach, dhiol siad an cios le airgead a gcairde 
ins an Astrail, i gCeanada, sna Stait Aontaithe, in Albain agus le sintiuis 
6 mh6ran de Shasanaigh lacha a thug tarrthail orthu, gan tracht ar 
thuarastail na bpaisti a theadh chun an Lagain agus na haithreacha a 
chaitheadh seal den bhliain in Albain . 

Nuair a bhi cogadh na gcaorach ar siul sa phar6iste sna blianta 1857-
58, cuireadh £3000.00 eile de chiOs orthu, dos caorach agus peas. Ni 
raibh iontu anois ach sclabhaithe a thug gach pingin a shaothraigh siad 
don tiarna agus a bhi faoi lean agus leatrom ag ainchfos, aindli agus 
ansmacht. Ach fa dheireadh thiar thall, thainig laoch ina measc, an 
tAthair Seamas Mac Phaidin, eisean a ghlac ceannas orthu, a chuir 
cnamhdroma iontu, a thug orthu muinin a bheith acu astu fein agus a 
shaoraigh iad 6 anr6 agus 6 chruatan le cuidiu Chumann an Talaimh a 
thainig ar an tsaol sa bhliain 1879. Ach ni go furast a rinneadh e, bhi an 
troid fada, d'fhulaing se fein agus iadsan priosunacht agus dishealbhu 
sular eirigh leo ceangal na gcuig gcaol a bhi ag na tiarnai orthu a 
scaoileadh agus tus a chur le saol nios fearr d6ibli fein ina bpar6iste 
dhuchais. 
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Thug an Can6nach Mac Phaidin tacaiocht mh6r do Chumann an 
Talaimh 6n chead la, bhi fir an phobail pairteach ann agus e fein i 
gceannas orthu. Bunaiodh coiste a bhi ina pharlaimint aitiuil nach dtug 
aitheantas do thiarna n6 do dhli na banriona. D'ordaigh an coiste usaid a 
bhaint as "an Plan of Campaign", a bhi ag Cumann an Talaimh, se sin 
baghcat a chur ar arm na banriona, ar na tiarnai, ar a seirbhisigh agus ar 
dhaoine sa phar6iste nar chomhoibrigh leo. ldir 1880 agus 1884 bhi anr6 
agus cruatan uafasach ar na heastait, meadaiodh an t-a inchios, bhi 
dishealbhu · leitheadach agus corradh m6r le cupla cead eile de arm na 
banriona sa phar6iste le cuidiu agus tacaiocht a thabhairt dona baillithe a 
bhi gn6thach ag t6gail eallaigh agus caorach as na pairceanna agus barr 
as na cuibhrinn . Ach theip glan orthu. Ni bhfuair tionontai Ghaoth 
Dobhair m6ran tairbhe as Acht Talaimh Ghladstone ( 1881) n6 Acht 
Ashbourne ( 1885). Mar sin fein, dhiultaigh siad an tromchios a ioc go 
bhfaigheadh siad an laigse a bhi tuillte acu agus throid an coiste par6iste 
go dian dlcheallach ar a son. Bhi an s~ol go dona acu agus mar chruthu 
ar sin d'admhaigh Prfomh-Runai na hEireann i bparlaimint Shasana i mi 
Lunasa 1886 gur cuireadh 16 tion6nta as seilbh ar eastat an Rev . Nixon 
agus 67 eile ar eastat Hill, go raibh suas le 700 peas sa phar6iste ag 
cruinniu ciosa ach nach bhfuair siad ach £4.00 amach as £290.00. 

Ins an bhliain 1887, toghadh an Coirneal Dopping mar stiobhard ag 
an tiarna Arthur Hill, eisean a chaith seal ag an Tiarna Liatrom i nDun 
Luiche agus a bhi i.na thioranach cheart. Bhagair se dishealbhu agus tithe 
a leagaint go talamh ach ni raibh m6ran ar a shon aige mar nior eirigh leis 
ach 50 cios a th6gail as 800. Bhi fir an phobail agus an Can6nach Mac 
Phaidin r6-abalta aige agus chuir siad bac ar gach iarracht a rinne se 
chun cios a th6gail n6 tithe a leagaint. B'iontach ar fad an troid a rinne na 
tionontai agus go hairid na mna. I nDeireadh F6mhair 1887 bhi troid 
mhillteanach i nDobhar Uachtarach nuair a thug a.n Coirneal Dopping 
agus buion m6r saighdiuiri agus peas iarracht ar an bhaintreach Peigi Ni 
Bhaoill agus a teaghlach dilleachtai a dhishealbhu. Bhi an "Plan of 
Campaign" a bhi ag Cumann an Talaimh faoi Ian tseoil. Chruinnigh fir an 
phobail i nDobhar agus an Can6nach i gceannas orthu. Socraiodh an 
teach a chosaint, cuireadh cuigear isteach ann, an bhaintreach fain agus 
ceathrar eile as an chomharsanacht, beirt bhan, Maire Ni Bhaoill agus 
Cait Ni Dh6naill agus beirt fhear, Doiminic Mac Ruairi a fuair priosunacht 
i bPortlaoise tar eis maru an Mhairtfnigh agus Eoghan () Baoill. Rinneadh 
daingean den teach 6n taobh istigh, neartaiodh doirse agus fuinneoga, 
lionadh an teach le clocha agus mear6ga, cuireadh sios craos tine .agus 
fagadh istigh neart m6nadh. Tugadh isteach neart potai, minchoirce 
agus uisce a dheanfadh seine (brachan reidh) agus a bhruithfeadh an t ,. 
uisce galach a scalfadh an diabhal as na baillithe agus a seirbhisigh. Bhi 
an Can6nach agus slua m6r fear amuigh, ag faire, ag coimhead agus ag 
fanacht leis an namhaid. Ni raibh an fhaire fada, siud chucu an Coirneal, 
a chuid baillithe agus nios m6 na cead peas le iad a chosaint ar an tslua a 
bhi ag fanacht leo. 

Ni raibh na hionsaitheoriri ag dreim leis an chosaint a rinneadh ar an 
teach, loiteadh na baillithe, duine indiaidh an duine eile, cuid acu scallta 
ag seine ag.us ag uisce.galach agus cupla duinefoite ag an chioth cloch a 
thainig 6n taobh istigh. Nuair a bhi na peas ag deanamh reidh leis an. 
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teach a ionsar le arm tine, rinne an Can6nach socru leo. Gheill na 
cosant6irf, rinneadh priosunaigh · diobh agus ag cuirt speisialta ar an 
Shun Bheag, fuair Eoghan () Baoill mi phriosunachta, Doiminic Mac 
Ruairi tri seachtaini, Peigi Ni Bhaoill, an bhaintr~ach coicis agus ligeadh 
an bheirt eile ban amach ar bannai. 

Gan mhoill ina dhiaidh sin, rinne an Coirneal agus a chuid fear ionsai 
ar theach le baintreach eile, Maire Ni Chnaimhsi as Baile Lair. Nior fhan 
ins an teach ach cuig chosant6ir, an bhaintreach fein agus ceithre 
chomharsa, Eoghan 0 Ghallch6ir, Maire Ni Ghallch6ir, Mairead Ni 
Chnaimhsi agus N6ra Ni Ghallch6ir. Mhair an t-ionsai i rith an lae, 
loiteadh agus scalladh na baillithe, leagadh ballai, tarraingeadh amach an 
doras agus na fuinneoga agus nuair a thainig an rigin anuas ina mullach 
gheill an baicle beag a bhi istigh. Bhi siad uilig loite agus bhi beirt acu i 
laige nuair a tugadh amach iad. Fuair triur acu cupla seachtain 
phriosunachta fosta ach sul a dtainig la na cuirte, bhi an bhaintreach 
Maire Ni Chnaimhsi ar shlua na marbh . 

Bhi an Can6nach Mac Phaidin an-chliste, saineolai ar an dli a ba e 
agus bhi se abalta go leor ag an Choirneal. I gcas amhain, ni dhearna se 
aon iarracht an teach a chosaint, fig se don Choirneal an teach a bhanu 
mar shil se fein, an trioc a chaitheamh amach ar thaobh an bhealaigh 
mh6ir, an tine a chur as, an glas a chur ar an doras agus a aghaidh a 
thabhairt ar theach eile. Ach nach air a bhi an t-iontas nuair a cuireadh in 
iul d6 go raibh toit ag eiri as an teach agus d'reir an dli ni fheadfadh se 
pilleadh air, eolas a thug an Can6nach Mac Phaidin d6 nios m6 n6 uair 
amhain. 

I mi na Samhna 1887, bhi an bhua ag an Chan6nach ar eastat Arthur 
Hill. Cuireadh an t6ir ar an Choirneal, glacadh le £1450.00 de chios in ait 
£3400.00, ainchios a bhi bainte ag an tiarna suas go dtfan 1 f.11/'87 gan 
tracht ar na £900.00 de chostaisi a cuireadh ar ceal. Le na chois sin, fuair 
na tion6ntai 30% laigse ar an chios agus fuair fo-thion6ntai aitheantas 
ina ngabhaltais agus 6n la sin a ma eh, bhi cearta seilbhe ag gach .tion6nta 
ar an eastat. · 

Ach nl raibh an troid thart go foil sa phar6iste, nl raibh a gcearta ag 
iomlan na dtion6ntal mar bhl tiarnal go leor eile i nGaoth Dobhair a bhi 
ina dtforanaigh. I ml Feabhra 1888 thug an Tiarna Mr. Keys iarracht 
Croichshll a bhanu ar fad go dfreach mar rinne ao Tlarna Adair i nGleann 
Bheithe. Ach bhl an Can6nach Mac Phaidln reidh, bhi fir an phobail agus 
na Rosann cruinn ansin aige, nios m6 n6 1000 fear. Nuair a thug na 
baillithe, le tacaiocht 6 chead peas, iarracht Donncha () Connachain 
agus ~ mhuirin a dhlshealbhu, bhl an oiread sin fear cruinn thart ar an 
teach nach bhfeadfadh na baillithe a ngniomh granna a dheanamh. Ni 
raibh an slua ag briseadh an dlf agus mar sin de ni fheadfadh na peas iad 
a ionsaf. Theip glan ar an dishealbhu agus a bhuiochas sin ar fad don 
Chan6nach a bhi chomh heolach sin ar . an dli. On la sin a ma eh, cha 
dearnadh aon iarracht ar an bhaile a bhanu, leoga bhl na tion6ntaf- cupla 
bliain gan cios a ioc. D'reir a cheile, fuair siad isliu cfosa agus a gcearta 
seilbhe fosta mar bhf deireadh beagnach le re na dtiarnaf talaimh. 

NI raibh ceantar sa phar6iste a raibh an t-anr6 agus an cruatan ann a 
bhl i nGlaisdobharchu, pairt de eastat an tiarna Olphert. Ins an bhliain 
1884, rinneadh ionsal indiaidh ionsar ar an bharr ghlas sna cuibhrinn. 
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Thigeadh cuid seirbhfsigh Olphert agus scaifte peas a gcosaint go mion 
minic i lar an tSamhraidh mh6ir agus caj'.'Jaill agus carranna leo leis an 
chreach a thabhairt chun na beairice a bhf sa chomharsanacht. Ar thuras 
amhain, bhain siad coirce glas leis an bhaintreach Nf Chuireain, le 
Mfcheal 0 Fearraf agus le Sea mas 0 Fearraf, barr a cuireadh le sfol 
deirce. Ar shon a saothair, nf raibh leo as na cuibhrinn ach se 16d carr de 
choirce ghlas. Nfor eirigh leis an dfshealbhu n6 le milleadh an bhairr bua a 
fhail ar na daoine agus fa dheireadh thiar thall, b' eigean don tiarna 
Olphert geilleadh d6ibh agus a gcearta a thabhairt do gach tion6nta. Ba e 
seo an tiarna ceanna a d'fhiach leis an reithe cogaidh a usaid i gCloich 
Cheannaola agus i nGaoth Dobhair. Tugadh as Doire go dti na Crois 
Bhealaigh e, an ait ar chaith se tamall fada i .gc16s na beairice. 

PAIRTEANNA AN REITHE COGAIDH 

1 reithe. 4 ord mh6ra I seal eadaigh. 

10 ndreimire. 3 chre iarainn. 2 dhoras 

4 chuaille fhada. 4 phiocaid. 4 bhraillin iarainn. 

4 chuaille ghoiride. 2 shlabhra mh6ra. 1 triantan le boltaf. 

2 chuaille le cruite. 2 shluasaid. 4 r6pa 

6 chreat iarainn. 2 chruca baid. 12 r6pa don reithe. 

Bhf an sapl ar eastat an Rev. Nixon ar an Ghlaisigh agus i mBun a 
Leaca beagnach comh dona leis an chruatan i nGlaisdobharchu. T 6gadh 
an dos 6 £73.50 go dtf £193.00. Thug cuirt Coimisiun ar Talaimh air ea 
fsliu go dtf £155.00 sa bhliain 1884. Ach bhi dishealbhu leitheadach ar an 
Ghlaisigh agus cuid mh6r de na tion6ntai ni raibh iontu ach airfgh, chun 
go mbeadh se furast iad a dhfshealbhu nuair a d'fh6irfeadh se don tiarna. 
Mar sin fain, bhi an la ag banu agus thart fa 1890, fuair siad fsliu ciosa 
agus cearta seilbhe. 

Bhi an sceal ceanna amhlaidh i Min a Chladaigh. Bhf ainchios a dhiol 
ag na tion6ntai leis an tiarna Joule ach nf fheadfaf an locht a fhagail 
airsean ar fad ach ar an tiarna Woodhouse a th6g an dos 6 £31.00 go dtf 
£71.00 agus a choinnigh dha thrian den eastat do fein. Thainig laghdu 
m6r ar stoc le linn an tiarna Joule. Fuair siad laigse eigin faoin acht 
talaimh 1881, se sin 6 £71.00 go dtf £50.0Q. Ach nf raibh go leor ansin mar 
ins an bhliain 1885, d'foc an Can6nach Mac Phaidfn £14.00 leis an 
bhaintreach Ni Bhriain a shabhail ar dfshealbhu agus arls in 1886 £34.00 
de airgead deirce le tuilleadh tion6ntaf a shabhail ar dhfogacha an 
bhealaigh mh6ir. Ar an 16.1.1888, rinne an cigire Brett as Dun 
Fionnachaidh agus scaifte peas ionsaf ar Mhfn a Chladaigh chun stoc a 
th6gail 6 dhaoine a bhi ar deireadh leis an chfos. Thainig siad le 
bodhranacht an lae nuair nach raibh duine n6 deoraf ar a chois. Ach nf 
raibh i bhfad go raibh siad ina sui n6 seideadh adharca agus fideoga agus 
in am ghoirid, bhi t-aos 6g na mbailte sa t6ir orthu. D'ionsaigh na peas 
iad ar ordu an chigire le beaigniti agus smaichtfni, agus loiteadh go hole 
triur cailfn, Maire Nie Eachmharcaigh a loiteadh sa druim le beaignit, Brid 
Nf Chuireain a fuair buille sa chloigeann agus Maire Nf Dhugain a fuair 
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sucadh sa tsuil le beaignit cloigide. Gabhadh buachaill 6g agus bean 
aosta ach fuair siad cead a gcinn nuair a thainig an Can6nach chun na 
beairice. Ar son a saothair, nf raibh ag na peas ach dha bh6 agus capall a 
b'eigean d6ibh a choinneail sa bheairic ar feadh chupla la. Lean an troid 
ar feadh bliana ach i ndeireadh na dala,_ b' eigean don tiarna Joule 
· geilleadh, fsliu fiuntach a thabhairt do na tion6ntaf ar an chfos agus a 
gcearta a thabhairt d6ibh. 

Bhf Cnoc Fola amhlaidh. Tharlaigh rudaf uafasacha ar an bhaile 
cheanna ach ta se raite nach ar an tiarna Mrs. Stewart a bhf an locht ach 
ar a comhairleoirf. 

Ins an bhliain 1880, tugadh ar chuid de na tion6ntaf dos na mbocht 
a foe go neamhdhlfthiuil mar go raibh an luachail a bhf orthu i bhfad faoi 
£4.00. Beirt acu sin n6 Padraig Mac Phaidfn agus Sean Mac Geidi. Ins an 
bhliain 1887, bhf seacht dtion6nta le dfshealbhu mar 'bhf £99.00 de 
fhiacha orthu agus dha thrian de sin ina chostais a cuireadh leis an chfos. 
Rinne na tionontaf ionsaf ar na baillithe agus arna peas agus de thairbhe 
sin, fuair ochtar acu se mhf prfosunachta, an baile amhain inar tharlaigh a 
leitheid sa phar6iste. Gan mhoill ina dhiaidh sin, tugadh iarracht eile ar 
iad a chur amach sna dfogacha agus i gcois · clafocha ach bhf an 
Can6nach agus cupla cead fear ag fanacht leo ar ghualainn Chnoc Fola. 
Cheistigh an Can6nach an baille agus fuair se amach nach raibh aithne 
aige ach ar thiononta amhain i gceantar Chnoc Fola agus go raibh se 
chun cuairt a thabhairt ar iomlan na dtithe. Nuair a thuig na seirbhfsigh 
agus na peas an sceal, phill an t-iomlan acu ar 6stan Ghaoth Dobhair, 
agus 6n la sin amach, nfor cuireadh isteach n6 amach ar na tionontaf. 
Dfoladh cuid de na fiacha le airgead deirce agus chuir sin deireadh le 
ainchfos agus le achrann i gCnoc Fola. 

Nf raibh ag an tiarna Liatrom ach baile fearainn amhain i nDun 
Luiche, Muine M6r. Bhf seisean ina thforanach mhillteanach ach 
dunmharaiodh e ins an bhliain, 1878 agus tar eis cupla bliain chuir an 
tiarna 6g athru ar rudaf. Bhf an Coirneal Dopping ina stfobhard aige ins 
an am agus i mf na Nollag 1881, thug se iarracht iomlan na dtion6ntaf, 
deichiur ar fad, a dhfshealbhu de thairbhe riaraistf ciosa. Dhfol ochtar acu 
a bhfiacha agus cuireadh an bheirt · eile amach ar thaobh an bhealaigh 
mh6ir. Gan mhoill ina dhiaidh sin, chaill an coirneal a phost agus 6n la sin 
amach, nf raibh achrann n6 bruion idir an tiarna 69 agus a chuid 
tionontai. hlslfodh an dos 6 £41.50 go dtf £26.50 agus fuair iomlan na 
dtionontaf a gcearta. 

An bhaintreach Mrs. Russel a bhf ina tiarna ar eastat Dhun Luiche, 
chuir sf ainchfos uafasach ar a cuid tion6ntaf nuair a th6g sf an dos 6 
£42.50 go dtf £142.00. D'fhulaing na tion6ntaf anr6 agus cruatan lena linn 
ach fuair siad faoiseamh m6r nuair a thainig ar dtus Mr. Ross mar thiarna 
ina hait, eisean a th6g teach pobail d6ibh agus ansin Mr. Heburn. 
D'fsligh seisean an dos ar dtus go dtf £97.00 agus in 1887 thug se a 
gcearta iomlana do na tion6ntai. Chuir se an t6ir ar an stfobhard George 
Hewson, tforanach nach raibh cineal.ta n6 lach leis na tion6ntaf agus ta 
se raite go raibh suaimhneas agus sfochan ar an eastat 6n la sin amach 
nach raibh le fail ar na heastait eile sa phar6iste. 

0 1890 amach, thainig athru m6r ar shaol na ndaoine i nGaoth 
Dobhair, th6g na tiarnaf a seolta agus bhog leo. Cha dtug siad nlos m6 
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triobl6ide do na tion6ntaf. Na stfobhaird fein a bhf acu, nfor ch6naigh 
siad sa phar6iste, bhf a gcumhacht caillte acu, bhf a seal tugtha agus ba 
r6-mhaith a bhf fhios acu sin. Thainig athru m6r ar aghaidh an phar6iste, 
t6gadh tithe deasa ceanntuf agus leoga cuid acu le sclatai, le ballaf cloch 
agus aoil agus iad aoldaite. Bhi gach baile fearainn breacaithe leo agus 
chuir siad go m6r le ailneacht agus tlriulacht, na gceantar. Fuair an 
Can6nach Mac Phaidf n m6ran deontas a rinne b6ithre agus casain frfd 
na bailte agus ceanna do na hiascairf. Bhf pighneacha le saothru, bhi na 
cnoic arfs ag lucht na gcaorach agus an eallaigh, chuir siad eagar nf 
b'fhearr ar na feirmeacha agus bhf nfos m6 barraf da shaothru acu. 
Thoisigh na fir a ch6naigh cois farraige agus ar na hoileain a chur suime 
ins an iascaireacht. D'fhoghlaim siad go gasta agus in am ghoirid, bhi 
siad ag baint a mbeatha amach ar ghliomaigh, ar scadain agus ina 
dhiaidh sin ar bhradain. Bhl tionscail bheaga i gcrof lar an phar6iste fosta, 
cuid de na fir ag ffod6ireacht agus mna ag cleiteail. Bhf 6stan brea ag 
Tomas Bhidf Mac Giolla Bhrfde i mBaile Lar a tharraing cuairteoirf chun 
na haite. Theadh cuid de na fir chuig an fh6mhar in Albain agus an t-aos 
6g chun an Lagain ar feadh se mhf den bhliain. Mar sin de, teaghlach ba 
bheag sa phar6iste nach raibh saothru eigin acu agus an saol ag bisiu 
in aghaidh an lae. Bhf re na bruidiulachta agus an chruatain thart agus an 
ghrian ag soilsiu ar an phar6iste den chead uair le blianta fada. 
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The Gweedore 
Case 

By Dr. Sean 6 Sfoda 

In 1888 Fathers James McFadden, P.P., Gweedore, and Daniel V. 
Stephens, C.C., Falcarragh, were jailed for six months for their advocacy 
of the Plan of Campaign, in contravention of Balfour's Coercion Act of 
1887. Failure of the potato crop owing to wet seasons and the lack of 
migrant work in England and Scotland had brought great distress to 
Gweedore, as to other parts of Ireland. Rents could not be paid, and 
evictions, midnight arrests and trials followed. Making themselves 
spokesmen of their distressed people, the two priests intensified the Plan 
of Campaign in West Donegal; and this in turn made them men marked 
by Balfour, the Chief Secretary. 

Their trials caused great excitement, and at Fr. McFadden's, at 
Dunfanaghy, there were an estimated 12,000 people present. 
Anticipating trouble, Archbishop Logue of Armagh (who was Canon 
McFadden's cousin) telegraphed the Chief Secretary that if he would 
keep the police under restraint the archbishop would keep the people 
quiet. Balfour agreed, and Michael Logue was as good as his word. A 
score of priests were there, and a military officer present said that .'the 
people seemed more afraid of the umbrellas of the priests than of the 
rifles of his men'. Archbishop Logue's sympathies were entirely with the 
downtrodden peasantry of West Donegal, whose chief pastor he had 
been until very recently. His successor, the young (aged 32) untried 
Bishop O'Donnell, was consecrated (3rd April, 1888) only after the trials. 
Only after the convictions too came, from the Holy Office, a Roman 
condemnation of the Plan of Campaign and the boycotting tactic. Even 
at that, the Irish bishops addressed a very strong letter to Pope Leo XIII 
in December 1888 saying that they could not enforce the Holy Office 
decree; and Leo did not insist. The season was again wet, the potatoes 
once more largely failed in Gweedore, and more evictions threatened. 

Meanwhile events were happening .in the world of high diplomacy 
~hich were to have a quite direct effect on Fr. McFadden's activities. 
Leo VIII wished to impress upon governments that in the Church they 
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could find their main moral support and thus to drawthese governments 
into a system of diplomatic alliances with the Holy See. Lord Salisbury, 
Prime Minister, seized the opportunity offered, and Balfour, his nephew 
and instrument of his Roman policy, made known to an eager Cardinal 
Rampolla (appointed Secretary of State, 1 June, 1887) that the British 
Government might be willing to offer, successively, a satisfactory 
outcome to Irish Catholics demands for a university and the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between Britain and the Holy See. 
The price demanded was one which neither Rampol!a nor even Leo, 
both supporters of 'legitimate' government, might consider excessive: 
the withdrawal of the Irish bishops and clergy from support of Home 
Rule and the land agitation. The agents of Balfour's negotiations with 
Rome, especially the earl of Denbigh and Father M. Baynard Klein, a 
native of Alsace and professor at the Royal University, were soon 
representing the pastor of Gweedore and his youthful bishop as 
obstacles to progress in the negotiations. In doing so, they were carrying 
out the directives of Balfour, who was keeping a close eye on 
McFadden's behaviour. But their opinions coincided with his. Dr. Klein, 
Denbigh, and other interested English and Irish Tory Catholics had taken 
heart from the fact that it was acknowledged that in the election of. the 
American President Harrison the Irish vote had played an important part. 
They wished the British government to see the Irish as a strong, 
constitutional force in Anglo-American politics, dedicated to 'law and 
order'. This explained their fear of McFadden and his extra-parliamentary 
agitation. · 

Thus it was that in December 1888 Rampolla sent strong directives 
to both Cardinal Manning and Bishop O'Donnell aimed at preventing 
McFadden from undertaking a projected lecture-tour, sponsored by 
Liberals, in England. (The directives arrived too late). James McFadden 
was by now a well-known public figure and when he shortly became 
fnvolved in a murder-trial public interest in England and Ireland in his 
case, the 'Gweedore Trials', was intense. Not so well-remembered as the 
'Mitchelstown Massacre', the Gweedore Case was yet one · of the 
highlights of the land war fought by the . National League, and its 
repercussions were felt far afield, in Britain, America, and Australia. As 
late as 1953 H. Montgomery Hyde, the biographer of Lord Carson, 
presented McFadden as an odious, arrogant figure. 

Distric! Inspector Martin met his death on 3 February 1889. 
Pronnaias 0 Gallchair History of Landlordism in County Donegal, has 
described in vivid detail the events surrounding the tragedy. As usual in 
such cases a tangle of legends invests the affair (even to stories of 
omens appearing beforehand). Different 'authorities' give different 
accounts of the killing. Again, as commonly happens in human affairs, a 
certain amount of imprudence on all sides - on that of Fr. McFadden, of 
the el1raged people who clubbed the D.I. to death, and not least of the 

·unfortunate Martin himself - res·ulted in a tragedy which the 
employment of good sense all around might have avoided. 

The bishop had urged his pastor to be moderate: the pastor, 
confident in his ability to control the passions of his flock, was yet careful 
not to arouse those passions to high pitch, and the offence for which he 
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was summonsed, a speech delivered to 'fewer than forty people, chiefly 
Cow-boys', at Magheraclogher (19 December, 1888), was banal enough. 
However summonsed he was, under the Coercion Act. The bishop 
urged him to obey, but always independent he decided, as indeed others 
similarly.summonsed had done, not to. He regarded himself as the law in 
Gweedore, and the law administered by the District Courts he had set up 
was the only law acknowledged by his people. 

D.I. Martin for his part showed an incredibly reckless disregard for 
prudence, and this recklessness was to cost the poor fellow his life. The 
day he chose to serve the warrant for arrest was Sunday; more rashly 
still, the occasion he selected was after Mass. He could say that Canon 
McFadden, by eluding the grasp of the law (as he had done) had driven 
him to this course; but two other district inspectors, Markham and 
Stevenson, had deemed it discreet to avoid confrontation at such a time. 
But William Limrick Martin was possessed of a self-confidence which 
matched Fr. McFcidden's own. In his early forties he stood six feet tall, 
was powerful and energetic, and imperiously self-willed he reeked not of 
danger. 

On that wintry and fatal Sunday Fr. McFadden concluded the 
ceremony with a homily, his customary exhortation to the people to keep 
the peace in every way. The prosecution later tried to make the case that 
after Mass, and within the locked Chapel, he had plotted with a number 
of his parishioners how they should resist his arrest; but he was not so 
foolish. That the congregation (smaller than usual because o.f bad 
weather) anticipated his arrest, and that they hung about after Mass, are 
of course facts. That he went from the Chapel, prepared if necessary to 
yield himself to the waiting officer, seems clear too. 

Martin was ready to arrest the priest on the rising ground between 
Chapel and house. A pathway and steps connected the churchyard and 
the parochial house above. Along this passageway Martin had stationed 
a small force of two sergeants and two constables; the main ·force of 
'eighty policemen under arms a few perches away', under County 
Inspector Lennon, were stationed at the schoolhouse (present Derrybeg 
post office). As the priest advanced smartly towards his house, he was 
accosted by the D.I., an officer unknown to him. The inspector's 
method of arrest was highhanded and rude, and Fr, McFadden 
demanded to see his warrant. Obviously out of temper, Martin - he had 
already that morning been on a wild goose chase to Dunlewey and on his 
return had engaged in an altercation with the congregation - paid little 
attention to this reasonable request. He handled the priest roughly, and 
in the end yielded ungraciously to the request. There was afterwards a 
suspicion that the paper exhibited to Fr. McFadden was not the warrant. 
The priest however pronounced himself satisfied . But already the harm 
had been done; the crowd had been spectators of the uncivil treatment. 

In fact, as if by malignant design and as on a stage raised before 
them, there was presented to the watchful congregation what must have 
seemed a visible reminder of penal times. There was the priest, fresh 
from the altar, seized so roughly as to tear his collar by an irate officer of 
a law which had inflicted so much injury on them. Furthermore, that of
ficer's sword was raised as if to cut down their priest. 
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A rush up the embankment was made, and the crowd had become a 
mob. The cry was raised, 'Bhuail se an sagart leis an chlaiomh!' There 
was a hail of stones and turf; hands seized palings from the priest's tu rt 
stack, and Martin was beaten to the ground. There as he lay terrible 
blows were rained on his head. The priest, who had lost control of the 
situation and was unaware of the killing going on, ,had gone towards the 
house with his sister, who was in a very excited state. He rushed 
upstairs, in order to appeal to the people from a window to go home. 

The main force of constabulary had meanwhile rushed up, but they 
arrived too late to save their stricken officer. Eventually the body was 
taken away, and Fr. McFadden was taken into custody. A rigorous 
manhunt, conducted by police, military, and even navy, began in 
Gweedore. The law in its efforts to bring to justice those responsible for 
the murder, employed such resolution and inflexibility as even the long
suffering parish of Gweedore had not known before. Some of those 
seized experienced brutal treatment. 

Eventually Fr. McFadden and twenty-four other prisoners were put 
on trial in October on charges arising out of the murder of Mr. Inspector 
Martin. The venue for the trials was fixed at Maryborough, 10ueen's 
County, far away from Gweedore, and special juries from which 
Catholics, all but one, were excluded, of property-owners were 
impanelled. J. E. O'Doherty, M.P., solicitor for tl1e defonce, had briefed 
eminent counsel, the MacDermot, Q.C., Dr. Houston, Q.C., and, as· 
junior, Tim Healy. They faced formidable opponents . The Attorney
General, the Rt. Hon. Peter O'Brien, the redoubtable 'Pether the Packer' 
himself, conducted the case for the Crown in person, assisted by 
Messrs. Ryan, Q.C., Edward Carson, Q.C., and John Ross. 

The first prisoner, William Coll, was convicted on a charge of 
murder. But in the case of the next, Jack Gallagher, the jury disagreed. 
At the same time Tim Healy made a point which (he much later recalled) 
told heavily upon Judge Gibson, viz. that as it was high treason to strike 
a judge in his robes, so Martin's collaring of and menacing attitude 
towards the priest who had just said Mass was a crime against religion 
that no congregation could be expected to tolerate. The prosecution, 
with a verdict secured, saw that it would be prudent to offer terms. 
Healy opposed acceptance but was overruled · by his seniors, who 
persuaded the rest of the defendants to plead guilty to manslaughter or 
lesser charges. Fr. McFadden with some others pleaded guilty to 
obstructing the police, (In the Parnell Split, the Parnellites accused Healy 
of being the one who accepted the deal. Politics then, as now, was 
conducted none too scrupulously at times). 

Sentences ranged from ten years penal servitude to two months; Fr. 
McFadden and Margaret Coll were allowed to stand on recognisances. 
When the Liberals returned to office in 1892, John Morley, as Chief 
Secretary, released the prisoners still serving sentences. But Fr. 
McFadden received another sentence. On 20 December, 1889, Bishop 
O'Donnell, after reprimanding the priest for his imprudence, forbade him 
ever to concern himself again with politics of agrarian agitation in 
Gweedore or to make speeches or to write in the papers on these matters 
for five years. 
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But the bishop confirmed the pastor in the administration of his 
parish, and to the Roman authorities he defended him courageously and 
shrewdly. Fr. McFadden, he said, had acted imprudently, but 

him imprudence ldoks small compared with that of the 
authorities who attempted to arrest him in such 
-circumstances. A Mohommedan priest could not be 
insolently treated before his congregation without grave 
danger of like res,ults. 

And, he went on, 
the poor people at Gweedore were terribly provoked and 
sinned against that day before the deed of sin and shame was 
committed. 

The young bishop knew how to temper justice with mercy; he knew also 
how to conduct himself with dignity before his superiors. 

So Canon McFadden remained at his post while the memory of that 
black February day in Gweedore began to fade before the dimming 
process of time. He had played his part in the victory gained by Irish 
Nationalism under Parnell, a victory which Professor. Larkin does not 
exaggerate in claiming consolidated, between 1878 and 1886, the 
modern Irish State. This victory rested on twin foundations, the Clerical
Nationalist and Liberal-Nationalist alliances. Between 1886 and 1890 
these alliances weathered the severe strain imposed upon "them by the 
Conservative Government and the disgrace of Parnell. But for the 
Clerical-Nationalist alliance to survive the strain, it was essential for the 
bishops to have control over their activist clergy. Thi~ was a condition 
which Fr. McFadden, despite his intentions, almost succeeded in 
wrecking in West Donegal. The bishop was youthful, withoui. pastoral 
experience, and untried; the D.I. was murdered; and the Balfour 
administration, taking advantage of the fact that Liberal attention was 
concentrated on the trials at Maryborough, proceeded with evictions at 
Falcarragh. But by the end of the year the bishop was in control. He had 
secured his Roman flank and disciplined the pastor of Gweedore. 
O'Donnell embarked on the notable career that was to make him 
chaplain to the Irish Party. But that is another story. 

Meanwhile Parnell fell, the Irish Party was in disarray, but the 
alliance stood firm, and Balfour's ameliorating measures began to take 
effect: his land Acts, his Congested Districts Board (of which Bishop 
O'Donnell became a very active member), and his Light Railways Act 
(1889), which in spite of ill-judged opposition conferred a boon upon 
West Donegal and the Dingle peninsula . Fr. McFadden volunteered to 
go to Amer:ca in 1897 to collect for the new Letterkenny Cathedral, and 
on his return after a three years successful mission was promoted pastor 
of lnniskeel. He ended a meritorious if sometimes controversial life in 
1917. Patrick McGill did not flatter him, but that talented novelist had lit
tle knowledge of the man and less insight into his merits and failings, into 
the great tragedy of his life, or into his real concern for his people. Ante 
shiulas b6thar fada, meileann se min agus garbh. 

1 mod. Portlaoise. 
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WILLIAM LAWR NC . DUBLIN . 

An Saga rt Seamus 'Ac Phaidin a leigh an tAifreann La Fheil ' Muire 1880. 
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An Can6nach Aodh 0 Cnaimhsi a leigh Aifreann Cuimhneachain na tuile La Fheil' 
Muire 1980. 
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Uachtaran an Chumainn - Micheal 0 Gallch6ir, an Runai Maire Mhic Niallais agus 
ar cle Tomas 0 Cuireain 'na seasamh ag an leacht .. 



CuimhniU La na 
Tuile i nDoiri 

Beaga La Fh8il' 
Muire 1980 

Sean() Gallch6ir 

Shocair Cumann Staire agus Seanch_ais Ghaoth Dobhair i gcomhar 
le sagart na paraiste, an Can6nach 0 Cnaimhsi; cuimhniu cui a 
dheanamh La Fheil' Muire ar thuile theach a' phobail 6 tharla gur cead 
bliain 6n la sin a sciobadh cuigear chun a mbaite. Nios luaithe sa bhliain 
chuir an sagart focal ar leacht cuimhneachain ar a mbeadh ainmneacha 
an chuigear a bathadh agus sin a bheith reidh don chuimhneachan cead 
bliain. 

'Siad na socraithe a leagadh amach don la na: 

1. Aifreann Cuimhneachairi ar 11.30 a.m. 
2. Paraid buionta ceoil ar 2.30 p.m. 
3. Nochtadh an leachta ag an teach pobaihJr ar 3 p.m. 
4. Leacht ar Lana Tuile sa seanteach pobail ar 4 p.m. 
5. Ceili an ofche sin sna Mic Ua gCorra . 

Ar an Aoine a bhi an Fheil' Muire i mbliana agus ni thiocfadh !eat la nf 
b'fhearr a iarraidh. An ghrian ag soilsiu 6 speir ghlan ghorm. 

AN t-AIFR·EAN N 

An Can6nach 0 Cnaimhsi a h~igh an t-aifreann agus bhi easpag Rath 
Bhotha - an Dochtuir Mac Fichilligh i gceannas. Bhi luchair air a 
theacht le bheith rannphairteach sa chuimhneachan. Bhi an t-aifreann a 
chraoladh ag Raidio na Gaeltachta agus Conall 0 Dubhthaigh i mbun an 
leirithe. Nuala Ni Ghallch6ir a leigh an chead leacht. Bhi gar-uncal do 
Nuala ar dhui!le den mhuintir a bathadh - Annraoi 'n Dubhaltaigh. 
Leigh Tomas 0 Cuireain as an tSeascann Bheag an dara leacht. Ball den 
Chumann Seanchais Tomas. 
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Bhi gaolta den chuigear a bathadh r m6r-shiul na hofrala: 
Eoghan Mac Gairbhith agus a d~eirfiur Grainne ar bathadh a mathair 

mh6r, Grainne Mhic Gairbhith as an Charraic; 
Maire Ui Fhearraigh as Bun an lnbhir ar cailleadh a hathair m6r Conall 

0 Baoill as lnis Meain; · 
Maire Mhic Giolla Bhride as Ard na gCeapairi a chaill a huncal Annraoi 

0 Gallch6ir, Machaire Chlochair; 
Una Ui Cholla agus Annraoi 0 Dochartaigh gaolta do Niall 0 

Dochartaigh, Machaire Chlochair; _ 
An tSiur Maire Ni Ghallch6ir as Baile Atha Cliath. Cailleadh a gar-uncal 

Seamas Sheain Ui Fhearraigh sa tuile. Bhi pobal m6r i lathair ag an 
aifreann. T6gadh bailiuchan airgid le costas an leachta - £150 - a ioc. 

NA BUiONTA CEOIL 

Bhi ceithre bhuion ceoil sa tsiul. Thainig buion 6g Shun an lnbhir 
a.gus· buion measctha Dhoiri Beaga anoir an bealach. Thainig buion 
Dhobhair agus buion piob Ghaoth Dobhair aniar. Thug na ceithre bhuion 
taispeantas don slua m6r a bhi cruinn thart fa'n teach pobail ur. Bhi a n
eide ioldaite ag cur le haoibhneas na haimsire. Agus iad ar a mbealach 
bhi marbh-thoirneach le cluinstin 6 dheas - mar bheadh macalla ag 
teacht anuas frid na blianta 6 la na Tuile. Ach sin n raibh ann -
b'aoibhinn bheith beo an trathn6na brea seo. Port eile 6 na dromai -
agus ceann eile - gach buion ar a sheal - a bportaiocht agus a 
ngluaiseachtai comheagraithe faoi stiuir Phroinnsiais Ui Mhaonaigh. Sa 
lag futhu bhi dealbh na Maighdine agus ar bhonn na deilbhe bhi an leacht 
cuimhneachain a bhi le nochtadh - e folaithe go f6ill faoi _chuirtin 
eadaigh. Nuair a bhi an po'rt deireanach seinnte cluineadh gl6r Aine Nie 
Giolla Bhride a bhi i mbun gnoithi anseo ag f6gairt go raibh an chead 
chuid eile den chlar - an nochtadh - reidh le toiseacht. 

NOCHTADH AN LEACHTA 

Sul ar nocht an Can6nach 0 Cnaimhsi an leacht labhair se leis an 
scaifte m6r a bhi cruinn. Duirt se go dtainig athru m6r ar shaol na 
ndaoine anseo le cead bliain, go dtainig rathunas in aif a raibh an 
bhoichtineacht. Ach muna raibh ar sinsear saibhir i maoin shaolta aduirt 
se bhi siad saibhir i neithe spioradalta agus d'agair se ar a raibh ag 
eisteacht leis an creideamh Criostai a bhi ag na glunta chuaigh rompu a 
chaomhnu agus a chosaint. Nocht se an scribhinn seo. 

I ndil-chuimhne ar an chuigear a bathadh sa tuile La Fheil Muire 
1880. 

Niall() Dochartaigh, Machaire Chlochair. 
Conall 0 Baoill, lnis Meain. 
Annraoi 0 Gallch6ir, Machaire Chlochair. 
Grainne Nie Gairbhith An Charraic. 
Sea mas () Fearraigh, Srath na Corcra. 

Tabhair tarrthail orm, a Thiarna, 
Taim 'mo bhathadh i ndoimhne na dileann 
agus an tuile mo scuabadh ar shiul. 
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Ar son an Chumann Seanchais, leag triur de ghaolta na ndaoine a 
bathadh blathfhleasc ar an leacht . An t-Athair Eoghan 0 Fril a chuir an 
blathfhleasc_ ar fail. Sheas an slua le h6m6s fhad agus sheinn an piobaire 
Sean Noel 0 Colla an mairgne 'Caoineadh an lolair'. lndiaidh cupla port 
eile a bhualadh mhairseail na buionta ceoil sios go dti an sean 
teach pobail. 

l EACHT AR LA NA TUILE 

Bhi teach an phobail, sciobtha scuabtha fa choinne na h6caide agus 
scribhinn ealaionta deartha ag Fiontan Mac Aodha Bhui ar an bhalla. Bhi 
scaifte maith i lathair ag an leacht a thug Sean 0 Gallch6ir. 

Aine Nie Giolla Bhride a bhi sa chathaoir. Ta teacs an leachta in ait 
eile san iris seo. Labhair cupla duine indiaidh an leachta agus d'inis mion
scealta ata i seanchas na ndaoine fa la na tuile. Mar shampla, bhi crann 
cuilinn i mbearna i Min-an-lolair, scuab an tuile isteach san abhainn e 
agus sin an crann a chuaigh i bhfast6 i bpiopa theach a' phobail agus a 
ba chuis leis an tuile. Bhi iarsmai ag baint leis an seansaol ar taispeaint i 
dteach an phobail fosta agus gidh nach raibh an taispeantas m6r bhi se 
ag cur leis an 6caid - cuimhneachan chead bliain na tuile. 

CEili SNA MIC UA gCORRA 

Reachtail an Cumann Seanchais ceili sna Mic Ua gCorra an oiche sin 
le deireadh a chur le himeachtai an lae. Bhi scaifte maith i lathair agus 
Sanna Ceoil Anagaire a bhi i mbun an cheoil. Breandan 0 Cnaimhsi a 
rinne fear-a-ti agus rinne se coisceim damhsa chomh maith. Shain a 
raibh i lathair suit m6r as an oiche. 

Bhi an Cumann brea sasta leis an d6igh ar eirigh le cuimhneachan 
cead na tuile agus d6chas acu go gcuideoidh se le suim a mhuscailt i 
sceal na nglunta a chuaigh romhainn. 
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Ag 

Cuimhniu 

La na Tuile · 
. 
I 

nDoiri Beaga 

La Fh8il' Muire 
1980 



An Can6nach 6 Cnaimhsf ag caint roimh nochtadh an leachta. 

Banna na bpiob ar a mbea!ach go teach a' phobail. 
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Banna ceoi l Dhoiri Beaga ar a mbealach go teach a' phobail. 

Na bannai ceoil ag bualadh roimh an nochtadh. 
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An Can6nach 0 Cnaimhsi ag nochtAdh an leac;1ta. 

Eoghan Mac Gairbhith ag leagan blathfhleasc ar an leacht -- ar a chle, ta a dheirfiur 
Grainne Ui Dhochartaigh agus ar a dheis Maire Ui Fhearraigh. 
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Banna ceoil Dhobhair ag an teach pobail .Jr. 

Sean Noe! 0 Colla ag 1~;.ainm 'Caoineadh an lo!air'. 
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Cuid den scaifte faoi theas na greine. 

Agus cuid eile acu - ag eisteacht. 
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AGUISiN 

1. La na Tuile fa na bailte. 

2. An Eaglais sa ghleann. 

3. Cupla leathanach as "Griffith's 

Valuation 1858". 

La na Tuile fa na bailte 
Chan i dteach an phobail amhain a d'eirigh an tuile La Fheile Muire 

1880 ach in aiteac.ha go leor frid an phobal. Seo mar a d'inis Citf Eoghain 
Oig-bean Joh~ Ara is Hiudai as Srath na Bruaigh. 

Bhi teach Arais deanta comhgarach do abhainn Chr6 na hUlladh a 
ritheann anuas 6'n chnoc. Bhi Aras e fein in Albain san am agus ni raibh 
sa teach an mhaidin La Fheil' Muire seo ach a bhean Cit Bhidi Gairbheith, 
a mac Hiudai a bhi ina leanbh agus girrseach bheag - Bidi Den a 
Mhuilteora. Thainig an tuile isteach frid a teach go tobann orthu agus ni 
raibh le deanamh acu ach leim a thabhairt siar sa leaba ag teicheadh 
roimh an tuile-an mhathair agus an leanbh ina baclainn lei. D'imigh a 
raibh sa teach leis an tuile ach na clarai a bh r sa leaba agus sin an rud a 
shabhail an triur acu. Tugadh na cearca agus an mhuc ar shiul fosta 
agus bathadh iad ach sabhradh an bh6. 

Bhi drochbhail amach ar an teach agus b'eigean don iomlan acu e 
fhagail agus didean a fhail 6 na muintir. Thog Aras teach ur ar shuiomh 
ur agus sin an teach seo a bhfuil mise mo ch6naf anois ann-teach John 
Arais agus ta se t6gtha cead bliain cothrom i mbliana. 

65. 



66. 



An Eaglais sa ghleann 
Ta clog bhinn an aingil ag bualadh go toll, 
Agus fuaim a macalla teacht anuas leis an ghaoth; 
Ta'n pobal ag cruinniu anfos chois na mbeann, 
Ag trial/ chun an Aifrinn chuig an eag/ais sa ghleann. 

A 's lfonann a gcrofthe le cumha a's le br6n, 
Ag smaoineadh ar na laetha ash iul siad cois abhann; 
Tig deor ar gach grua is nf th6gaid a gceann, 
Mar nf bheidh Aifreann arf s san eaglais sa ghleann. 

'Gus anuas frid na blianta tig cuimhnf ta buan, 
Ar eachtraf a tharla d'ar sinsear chuaigh romhainn; 
Ar an tuile a scuab lei gach craobh agus crann 
A 's ar an chuigear a bathadh san eaglais sa ghleann. 

A 's an laud sna Faoillf sa bhliain 89, 
Nuair a thug daoine a ndushlan dfh6rsaf an di!; 
Ag cosaint an tsagairt le run a bhf teann, 
Gur thit 6 Mairtfn ar lar san eaglais sa ghleann. 

A' s tig paidir 6 chrof do na sagairt a bhf, 
Mac Phaidfn, Mac Rabhartaigh, 6 Cearr, 's 6 Baoill; 
Thug treoru 'a dtread nuair a bhf siad lag fann, 
A 's a ghuigh leo chun De ins an Eaglais sa ghleann. 

A 's eirfonn a gcroithe le /(;chair's le br6d, 
Nuair a tchf siad nua-theampall os a. gcionn ar an ard; 
Ach go dte siad i gcre beidh an chuimhne na gceann, 
Ar na hAifrinn a d'eist siad san eaglais sa ghleann. 

(Leigh an Can6nach Sean Mac Eiteagain an t-Aifreann deireannach sa 
sean teach pobail-La Fheil' Muire 1972. Chum Sean 0 Gallch6ir na linte 
sin ar an 6caid.) 
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